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The chief porpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 


nautics to the ly 


and others connected th aviation, 


ng pervennne in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 
W . ; 
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THE LAST RITES FOR THE DEPARTED AIR CORPS CHIEF 
Fe se ieeiineiiadaiiiedioesniaal 


Tuesday afternoon, September 27th, at 
the Arlington National Cemetery, proved 
a vez sorrowful occasion, for it marked 
the final rites, with full military hon- 
ors, for the late Major General Oscar 
Westover, Chief of the Air Corps, who 
lost his life in the unfortunate air- 
Plane accident at Burbank, Calif., on 
Septeniar “208 

t was a bright, sunny aftcrnoon - a 
not at all attuned to an occasion of 
solemnity and sorrow. More than five 
hundred persons were present to pay 
their last respects to the deceased Air 
Corps Chief. These included all Air 
Corps officers on duty in the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, sther Air 
Corps officers on duty in Washington and 
at Bolling Field, and at nearby and dis- 
tant Air Corps stations. Among those 
present from stations distant from Wash- 
rn pane were Brigadier Generals A.W. 
Robins, Chief of the Air Corps Materiel 
Division, Wright Field, Ohio; Frederick 
L, Martin, Commanding the Third Wing, 
GHQ Air Force, Barksdale Field, Shreve- 
port, La.; Barton K, Yount, Commandant 
of the Air Corps Training Center, Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas; Colonels He B, 
es ats commanding Selfridge Field, 
Mich.; James E, Chaney, commanding 
Mitchel Field, N.Y.; Frank P, Lahm, Air 
Officer, 2nd Corps Area, Governors 
Island, N.Y.; John D, Reardan, Air 
Corps Procurement Planning Representa- 
tive, New York City; Davenport Johnson, 
Chanute Field, I1l.;-Herbert A, Dargue 
Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell iela, 
Ala.; Walter G, Kilner, Langley Field 
Va.; Lieut. Colonels Carl Spatz, Langley 
Field, Va,, and C,W, Russell, Hamilton 
Field, Calif, 
In addition to the above, there were 
officers from other branches of the 
military service; foreign government of- 
ficials; and civilians, among them all 
of the leyees sf the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps. 

Adjacent to the grave, which is in 
Close proximity to the final resting 
pice of the late Colonel Horace M, 

ickam, Air Corps: who several years ago 
also lost his life in an airplane acci- 
dent lay a profusion of funeral wreaths. 
Shor tly efore the services at the grave, 





and while: the minute-gun was sounding, 

sO many additional wreaths were brought 
that, after a solid background was made 
of them some one hundred feet away, it 

was necessary to place others in front 

of the massed assemblage flanking both 
sides of the grave. 

During the progress of the services at 
the Fort Myer Chapel, four formations 
from the GHQ Air Force at Langley Field, 
Va., totaling 43 planes, flew high over 
the grave, followed by a formation cf 
four more fighting planes, with the cus- 
to blank file, This last formation 
detached itself from the main formation, 
circled the grave and then headed south- 
ward, soon to be lost in the distance. 

The most solemn moment for those who 
were unable to attend the services at 
the Chapel came when the Fort Myer Band, 
playing Chopin's Funeral March, proceed- 
ed wi slow, Measured steps along the 
road and approached the grave. Close 
behind the band was the caisson bearing 
the casket, draped with the Stars and 
Stripes, followed by the pallbearers and 
honor ee oe two companies of 
the 12th U.S. Infantry, one squadron 
from Bolling Field, D.C.; the Air emg 
and othor officers of the U.S. Army; the 
relatives of the deceased Air Corps 
Chief, and the foreign representatives. 

President Roosevelt was represented at 
the services by Captain D.J. Callaghan, 
his Naval aide, and Colonel Edwin Watson, 
his military aide. Admiral William D. 
Leahy, Chief of Naval Operations, repre- 
sented the Navy. He was accompanied by 
@ number of other Naval efficers. 

General Malin Craig, Chief of Staff of 
the Army, marched at the head of the 
honorary pallbearers, and with him were 
Major General Frank M, Andrews, Command- 
ing General'of the GHQ Air Force, and 
Brigadier General Henry H, Arnold, Act- 
ing Chief of the Air Corps. The other 
honorary pallbearers, classmates of Gen- 
eral Westover of the 1906 class nf the 
U.S. Military Academy, of which General 
Andrews was also a member, were Bbriga- 
dier General Earl McFarland, Assistant 
Chief of Ordnance; Colonel Joseph A, 
Green, Coast Artillery Corps; Colonel 
Charles G, Mettler, Ordnance Department; 
Colonels Harold W, Huntley and E. DeR. 
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Hoyle, Field Artillery; Colonel Aleaun- 
der G, Gillespie, Ordnance Department, 
and Colonel Jonathan M, Wainwright, 
Cavalry. 





|Lieut. Colonel E, Lombard, Military 
| Attache, French Enbassy; 


Mrs, W.B. Kester, President of the 
Women's Chapter of the National Asro- 


The active pallbearers were nonconmis- | nautic Association of Akron, Ohio; 


siened officers of the Air Corps, sta- 
tioned at Bolling Field, D.C. 

Foreign officials who attended the 
services included General Friedrich von 
Boetticher, Military and Air Attache 
Germany; Group Captain George C. Pirle, 
Air Attache, Great. Britain; Lieut. 
Colonel Andrzej Chramiec, Military and 
Air Attache, Poland; Engineer Colonel 
Norbert Champsaur, Air Attache, France; 
Colonel Vincenzo Coppola, Military and 
Air Attache, Italy; Squadron Leader 


| Mr. Grover A, Whalen, President ef the 
|New York World's Fair, 1939, Inc. ; 


S. Molokov, Chief of the Civil Avia- 


|tion ef the U.S.S.R. and Mavriky T, 
| Slepnev, Chief of the Inspection ef the 
| Civil Aviation, U.S.8-R. 5 Moscow. 


Mr. Radu Irimescu, Minister, Roumania. 
The Turkish Ambassador, Mehmet Munir 

| Ertegun, called in person to express his 
| Sincere sympathies. 


j ee ee 


| Among messages of condolence received 


Ismael Sarasua, Air Attache, Chile, and | by the Chief of Staff, General Malin 


several other Chilean officers; Colonel 


Craig, were those from -~- 


Pedro L, Zanni, Military and Air Attache, brigadier Generel W.P. Upshur, U.S. 


Argentina; Colonel Ivan Leontovich 


|Marine Corps, Acting Major General Com- 


Okunev, Assistant Military Attache, and | mandant; 


Mr. Constantine A, Oumansky, Counselor 
end Charge d'Affaires, U.S.S.R.; and 
Cclonel Masafumi Yamauti, Military 
Axtache, Japan. 

Before the grave stood General 


| Mr. Vilhjalmur Stefansson, of New 
oo for himself and for the Explorers 
| Club; me 

Mager Jose Bina Machado, Brazilian 
|Military Attache;’ 


Westover's widow, and on one side of her!) Colonel I.: Okunev, Assistant Military 


their son, Lieut, Charles B. Westover, 
end on the. other side their daughter, 
Mrs. Wilhelm C, Freudenthal, Laeut. 


Attache, U.S.S.R. ; 
| Admiral William D. Leahy, U.S. Navy. 


ee ee <i 


Westover is a member of the class sched- | The Hon, Louis Johnson, Assistant Sec- 


ued to erotnete from the Air Corps Ad- 
venced F 
en October 5, 1938. 

Chaplain Ora J. Cohee officiated at 
she services at the Fort Myer Chapel, 
and just before he officiated at the 
Zzrave, a 13-gun salute was heard from 
vhe distant Fort Myer parade ground, 
When the Chaplain concluded his prayer, 
the firing squad fired three volleys, 
anc the bugler sounded "Taps." 

Anong the messages of condolence re- 
ceived by the Secretary of War, the Hon 
Harry H. Woodring, on the occasion of 
the tragic death of ‘reneral Westover, 
were those from -- 

Hon, Claude A, Swinson, Secretary of 
the Navy; 

Lieut. Col. A. Chramiec, Military 
Attache, Embassy of Poland; 

Mr, Alexander P, DeSeversky, of the 
sie Aircraft Corporation; 

Mr, esbac Piccy, of the Society of 
British Aircraft Constructors, London; 

Mr. Guy Lachambre, Air Minister, 

Por Handieg P f London, Eng 
- © e, of London, * 

Chief of the Air Staff Air Ministry, 
London, a3 

Colonel I, Okunev, Assistant Military 
Attache, Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics; 

Mr. J.T, Hartson, Vice President of 
the Glenn L, Martin Company, Baltimoro, 
Md., on behalf of Mr. Martin and his 
who le organization; . 

Mr, M.M, Mell, Chairman of the Aoro- 
nautics Committee, Akron, Ohio, Chamber 
of Commerce; 


‘retary nf War, received messages of con- 


ying School, Kelly Field, Texas, dolence from --~ 


Mr. Alexander P, DeSeversky, on behalf 
|of himself and the entire personnel cf 
| the Seversky Aircraft Corporation; 

Mr. Howard Hughes; 

Mr. J.T. Hartson, Vice President of 
the Glenn L, Martin Company, on behalf 
\of Mr. Martin, himself and the entire 


| organization, 


Messages of Condolence received. 
| through the Foreign Liaison Section of 
sae War Department General Staff, were 
'from -~ : 
| Colonel R,.V. Read, Military Attache, 
British Embassy; , 

Engineer -Colonel Norbert Champsaur, 
Air Attache, French Embassy; 

Colonel Vincenzo Coppola, Air and Mil- 
itary Attache, Italian Embassy; 
| Colonel-Pedro Zanni, Military and Air 
Attache, Embassy of Argentina; 

Colonel M, Yamauti, Military Attache, 
Imperial Japanese Embassy. ) 

‘The French Air Ministry, Paris, France. 


| 
i 
! 
' 


General cha also received a.letter 
of condolence from Mr. John Oliver La 
Gorce, Vice President of the National 
Geographic Society, on: behalf of himself 
and the officers and staff of that 


Society. _- 


The German Military and Air Attache, 

'Lieut, General Friedrich von Boetticher, 

‘called in person to-express his condol- 

ences, - 7 

Brigadier General Henry H, Arnold 

Acting Chief of the Air Corps, received - 

a message from -Vice Admiral Meyrick, of 
g:22 ao se’ V-7860, A.C. re 














the British Royal Navy, commanding North 
American and West Indies Squadron, con- 
veying his sympathy and that of the of- 
ficers and men in HMS YORK, 

Among other messages and letters of 
condolence received by General Arnold 
were those from -- ; 

Vice Admiral Ernest J, King, : 
Aircraft Battle Force, San Diego, Calif. 

Admiral R.R. Waesche, Commandant, U.S. 
Coast Guard. ; 

Air Vice Admiral George M. Croil,Royal 
Canadian Air Force. : 

Major General E.S, Adams, The Adjutant 
General, U.S. Army. 

ose General David L. Stone, Panama 
Canal Department. 

Major General Hugh A, Drun, U.S. Army, 
on behalf of the Second Army and the 6th 
Corps Area. 

Brigadier General George Gruenert, U.S. 
Army, Fort iy manera, & PI. 

Brigadier General Guy V, Henry, U.S.A., 
Commandant,on behalf of all personnel of 
the Cavalry School at Fort rt ay Kans. 

_ Admiral A,B, Cook, Bureau of Aeronaut- 
lcs, U.S. Navy Department. 

Hon, Clarence D, Martin, Governor sf 
the State of Washington ; 

Hon, F, Trubee Davison, New York City. 

Lieut. Colonel Ralph Royce, Philippine 
Department. 

Lieut. Colonel Benjamin G. Weir, 
Panama Canal Department. 

Lieut. Colonel William B, Mayer, on 
behalf of all heer es of Scott Field, 
Belleville, Ill, 

Major David S. Seaton, A.C., on behalf 
of all officers and employes of the 
Philippine Air Depot. 

Captain Saba' H, Sueyro, Argentine 
Naval Attache. 

Group Captain Pirie, British Embassy. 


Dr, Lyman J, Briggs, Director, National | 


Bureau of Standards. 

Major Reed G, Landis, Chicago, I11l. 

Mr, Grover Loening, New York bity. 

Mr. Frank 4H, Russell, Newtown, Pa. 

The 18th Wing, Air Corps, Hawaiian De- 
partment. 

The B,F, Goodrich Company, Akron,Ohio. 

Clark Aircraft Corporation, Hagerstown, 
Maryland. 

Douglas Aircraft Company, 
Calif, 

Bellanca Aircraft Corporation, New 
Castle, Del. 

Bell Aircraft Co., Buffalo, New York. 

Interstate Aircraft and Engineering 
Corp., El S§ do, Calif. 

Curtiss-Wright Corporation, Buffalo, 
New York, 

Kellett Autogiro Corporation, Phila- 
delphia, Pa, 

Pennsylvania Aircraft Syndicate, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

an Aeronautical Co., San Diego,Calif. 

United Aircraft Corporation, East 
Hartford, Conn, 

Wright Aeronautical Corporation, 
Paterson, New Jersey. 


Commander | 


Santa Monica, | 


| 


American Airlines, Inc. 
Stearman Aircraft Co., Wichita, Kans. 
Pittsburgh Screw & Bolt Corporation. 
Editor, AVIATION Magazine. 
Chamber of Commerce, Denver, Colo, 
Chamber of Commerce, Ogden, Utah. 
Chamber of Commerce, Sacramento,Calif. 
Manufacturers Aircraft Association, 
Southern California Section of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers. 
Northwest Aviation Planning Council. 
Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce, New 
York City. 
Air Reserve Officers Association, 
Louisville, S 
beer ne Breadcasting Co., New York 
ity. 
mg SR A Gyroscope Company, Bronklyn, 


New Yor 

Acting Chief, Weather Bureau, U.S. De- 
(partment of Agriculture. 
| Colonel Sumpter R, Smith, Chairman, 
Air Safety Board, Civil Aeronautics 
bax catia Washington, D.C. 
| Major General Mason M, Patrick, U.S. 
iArmy, Retired, former Chief of the Air 
|Corps, attended the funeral services at 
|Arlington, and Major General James E, 
'Fechet, U.S. Army, Retired, who succeed- 
'ed General Patrick as Air Corps Chief, 
| forwarded a message of ivapater 


| <&ccording to a eg report, less 
'than 24 hours before his death, General 
| Westover had been feted by some one 

| thousand fliers in Los Angeles at the 
'"Men With Wings" aviation ball in the 
‘Palomar ballroom. This was duri the 
course of the Annual Convention of the 
‘American Legion, Surrounded by high of- 
|ficers of the Army, Navy and Marine air 
force units and veteran air fighters of 
the World War, the General was the cen- 
| ter of a night of tribute to the nation' 
‘aerial fighting squadrons. 

Only some five hours prior to the 
fatal crash at Burbenk, Calif., General 
Westover was at March Field, Calif., 
| where he presented the coveted Daedalian 
Trophy for safe flying to the 19th Bom- 
bardment Group, co:manded by Lieut. Col. 
Harvey S. Burwell, Air Corrs. Also pre- 
sent on that occasion wes Mujor General 
ore M. Andrews, commanding the GHQ Air 

orce. 

A test pilot for the Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation, who was an eye-witness o> 
the accident and was in the control tcwer 
at the field at that time, stated thes 
he saw General Westover's plane coming 
towards the airport from a southerly 
| direction, The plane flew once across 
the airport and.then headed cut for a 
| wide circle preparatory to landing. He 
| then added: 
| "The ship was, I imagine, about 320C 
| feet high and about a half mile north- 
west of the field when it went into 4 
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hairpin turn. I was watching it all the | 
time, as we always do in the tower when- | 
ever a ship comes in to land. The plane | 
whipped into this steep bank and the 
wings were almost vertical to the ground.| 


Suddenly I saw the entire ship genres I | 
e ship | 


knew there was trouble ahead. 
nosed downward in the start of a spin, 
The motor was still roaring; more so, it | 
seemed to me, than befsre because, as 
usual, when a plane is seer Shag to land 
the motor is throttled down, ou could 
see that the pilot was fighting desper- 
i 4 te regain control ef his ship. t 
all happened so quickly - there were 
just a few seconds between the time the 
ship started to slip off and the time it 
hit the ground - but I am certain that 
wheever was flying thought he could 
right the plane in time." 

The plane struck with the roar of a 
bursting bomb in the front yard of a 
residence on Scott Road, less than half 


a mile from the Lockheed Aircraft Facto- | 


ry's airport, to which General Westover 
had been gliding for a landing. 

One theory advanced as a possible 
cause of the accident is that the pilot, 
apparently unable to stretch his glide 
into the airport, jammed on "full 
throttle" and nosed it up in a climbing 
turn to clear power lines ahead. The 
probability that the landing flaps of 
the plane were lowered to give it maxi- 
mum lift for a slow landing indicated 
that the lowered flaps may have been re- 
sponsible for what happened in the har- 
rowing seconds which followed. 

The plane, nose high, stalled - hung 
almost motionless and quivering under 
the surging drive of its engine - then 
whipped over and nosed straight down in 
a roaring half turn of a power spin, 

Majors Leland C, Hurd and K.B. Wolfe, 


Air Corps, were at the Lockheed Factory 
awaiting General Westover's arrival, and 
they reached the scene of the crash 


within a very few minutes after its oc- 
currence. Brigadier General Delos C, 
Emmons, Commanding the lst wing GHQ Air 
Force, appointed a board of of icers, 
headed by Lieut. Colonel Harvey S. 
Burwell, which began an immediate inves- 
tigation at the scene of the accident, 
General Westover was born at West Ray 
City, Michigan, on July 23, 1883. After 
graduating from hi school, he entered 
the Army as an enlisted man on September 
4, 1901, and served with Comp Fe 
Srd Battalion of Engineers, until June 
15, 1902, when he entered West Point as 
& cadet. He graduated from the U.S. 
Military Academy on June 12, 1906, and 
was assigned to the 14th Infantry. 
General Westover remained with the In- 
fantry through the grades af second and 
first lieutenant, in each of which he 
served five years. During this period 
he completed tours of duty in the Philip- 
pines and in Alaska. He was then assign- 
ed to duty at the United States Military 


| at Camp Perry 


| assigned ta duty in char 


=— 





Academy, where he served first as in- 

structor and later as Assistant Profes- 

sor of Drawing. His marksmanship won 

for him the Disti ished Marksman's 

Medal and membership on the Infantry 

Rifle Team at the National Rifle Matches 
Ohio, in 1911, 

On October 20, 1917, he was promoted 
to the grade of Major (temporary) and 
ge of the Signal 
Office at the Port of Embarkation at 
Hoboken, N.J. In June, 1918, he was 


| assigned to the Bureau of Aircraft Pro- 


duction in charge of Storage and Traffic, 
receiving his promotion to Lieut.Colonel, 
Air Service, on August 14, 1918. 

In November, 1918, he was appointed 
Assistant Executive, Bureau of Aircraft 
Production, Washington, D.C., which of- 
fice he held until July, 1919, when he 
was appointed Executive in the Office of 
the Chief of Air Service. 

General Westover's outstandi service 
during the World War was recognized by 
the award to him of the Distinguished 
Service Medal, and his promotion to the 
grade of Colonel (emergency) on May 24, 

In October, 1920, General Westover was 


assigned to take training at Omaha, 
'Neb,, and at Ross Field, Calif. 
' graduation from the Balloon School at 


Upon 


| Ross Field, with the rating of Balloon 

| Observer, in 1921, he was reassigned to 
| duty in Washington as Chief of the Bal- 
| loon and Airship Division, Office of the 
Chief of Air Service. While occu ying 
this position, he served on detached 
duty to participate as aide to Colonel 
Frank P, Lahm in the National Balloon 
Race which started from Birminghan, Ala. 
| He next attended the Airship School at 

| Langley Field, Va., from which he grad- 
|uated in 1922, and received the rating 
'of "Airship Pilot." In that year he 

| participated as pilot in the National 

| Elimination Free Balloon Race at Mil- 
waukee, Wis., and was declared the win- 
ner thereof. Landing his balloon in 
the vicinity of Lake St- John, Quebec, 
Canada, a distance of 866 miles from 
the ptar sing point, which he covered in 
165 hours, he almost doubled the dis- 
tance covered by his nearest competitor. 
His balloon flight was ene of the long- 
est and swiftest on record. 

By virtue of his victory in the Nation- 
al Klimination Balloon Race, General 
Westover represented the United States 
in the Gordon Bennett Balloon Race 
which started from Geneva, Switzerland, 
in A st, 1922, In this race, while 
drifting low to obtain favorable winds, 
Hungarian peasants seized his drag repe 
and hauled the balloon to the ground, 
which resulted in his being eliminated 
from the race. This unusuai mishap nay 
be attributed to the misraken notion of 
the Hungarian peasants that they were 
performing a service for the aeronaut. 

In Fabruary, 1921, General Westover 
as appointed Directer of Aircraft Pro- 


! 
} 
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duction, charged with the liquidation of 
the United States Spruce Produc tion Cor- 
poration, a wartime aircraft production 
agency, @ position which he held contin- 
wey = to July, 1928, 

In 1924, General Westover was assigned 
as Executive Officer at Langley Field, 
Va., this following his graduation from 
the Air Corps Primary and Advanced Fly- 
ing Schools in Texas, and his being 
given the rating of "Airplane Pilot." 
Later that roe he became the Commanding 
Officer of Langley Field and the Conmman- 
dant of the Air Corps Tactical School 
which was then located there. Two years 
later he entered the Tactical School as 
a student, Sa in 1927, His next 
school tour was at the Command and Gener- 
al Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, frem which he graduated in 1928, 
For the next ae ee he was on duty 
at Fort Leavenworth as a.member of the 
faculty of the above mentioned school, 

In January, 1930, General Westover re- 
ceived his promotion to Lieut. Colonel, 
and two years later, in December, 1951, 
his appointment as Assistant Chief of 
the Air Corps, with the rank of Briga- 
dier General, to succeed Major General 
B,D. Foulois, who had vacated that posi- 
tien to assume his duties as Chief of 
the Air Corps. 

General Westover possessed all four 
aeronautical ratings bestowed by the Air 
Corps, and his service was as well round- 
6d as any officer in the Corps. In 1933 
he commanded the Air a maneuvers at 
March Field, Calif., during which prac- 
tically all of the modern conceptions of 
the loyment of air forces were tried 
out. is summary of the lessons learned 
during this maneuver furnished a valu- 
able contribution to the advancement of 
the tactics and supply procedure of the 
Air Corps. He also participated in the 
vommand Post Exercises held in New Jersey 
.n 1934, in the capacity of Commanding 
veneral, GHQ Air Force, These exercises 
Jere commanded by the then Chief of 
Staff, General Douglas MacArthur, 

General Westover's sudden and untimely 
death was a severe blow not only to his 
immediate family, his other relatives 
and his host of friends both in the Army 
and in civil life, but to the United 


States as well. 
The Air Corps mourns with the bereaved 
family the departure of this genial and 


kindly officer and 
ed such universal admiration and respect. 
Technical Sergeant Samuel Hymes, Air 
Cerps, who also lost his life in the dis- 
tressing airplane accident at Burbank, 
Calif., on September 21st, was born in 
Philadelphia, Pa., on January 12, 1898. 
He first enlisted in the Third Field 
Artillery, May 8, 1917, His next enlist- 
ment was in the Quartermaster Corps on 
September 17, 1919. Sergeant Hymes en- 
listed in the Air Corps on December 21, 
193Q@, and remained continuously in that 


entleman who command-j 


Corps until the time of his death. 
Sergeant Hymes had been stationed at 
Bolling Field, D.C., contimously since 
August 11, 1930, when he returned from 

duty at Fort Stotsenburg, Philippine 
Islands. He served as crew chief for 
General Westover's plane for many years 
and scoempante? his Chief on all of his 
a flights. 

The deceased noncommissioned officer 
is survived by his widow and two minor 
children, to whom the deep sympathy of 
the Air Corps is extended, 

Funeral services were held on Monday, 
nt ein tg at the Fort Myer chapel, 
with Chaplain Ora J. Cohee officiating. 
Interment, with full military honors, 
was in the Arlington National Cemetery. 
Noncommissioned officers and troops sta- 
tioned at Bolling Field, D.C., served 
as pallbearers. 

---000-~— 


KELLY FIELD STUDENT KILLED IN ACCIDENT 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 


Second Lieutenant Robert Fales Lesser, 
Field Artillery, a student in the Pur- 
suit Section at the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School, was fatally injured on 
| September 15,1938, when his P-12 spun 
|4n and crashed near the airdrome at 
Roswell, New Mexico, while he was parti- 
cipating in a student maintenance flight 
preparatory to graduation from the Air 
cogpe Training Center. 

Lieut, Lesser, a native of Newerk, 

New Jersey, was graduated from the Unit- 
ed States Military Academy in June 
1937, and reported at Randolph Field, 
Texas, for training in October of the 
same year. Coming to Kelly Field in 
June, 1938, he was assigned to the 
Pursuit Section for specialized train- 
ing, and would have graduated from the 
Flee a Center on October 5th, his 
twenty-fifth birthday. ' 

Second Lieutenant Samuel C. Gurney, 
|Jr., a Classmate of Lieut. Lesser at 
; both the U.S, Military Academy and the 
|Air Corps Training Center, escorted 
| the remains to West Point, N.Y., for 
burial, 
| The entire Air Corps regrets exceed- 
‘ingly this unfortunate accident, and 
|extends its most heartfelt sympathy 
|to the family and friends of Lieut. 
| Lesser, 





| 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF TO THE CORPS 





Today, as I am taking over duties and responsibilities as Chief of Air 
Corps, U.S. Army, I want my first official expression to be a tribute to my able 
predecessor, Major General Oscar Westover, whose untimely loss has been a blow 
from which we shall not soon recover. His service as an enlisted man, as a cadet 
at West Point and as an officer through all the grades from Second Lieutenant to 
Majer General is such as to command the sincore admiration and deep respect of 


every military man. His tremendous accomplishments during his too brief tour as 





Chief of Air Corps speak for themselves, They are a lasting monument to the long 
hours he spent in their execution. His honesty of purpose, complete sincerity, 
lasting loyalty, and steadfast atterition to duty stand out as characteristics 
that we who are left may well use as a guide, a pattern and an inspiration, 
These qualities made him outstanding as a man, as an Army officer, and as Chief 
of Air Corps. 

The present period in the history of our Air Corps is a trying one for offi- 
cers and enlisted men alike. Everyone must put forth at maximum effort to meet 
the herculean demands incident to our expansion program, The GHQ Air Force has 
performed an efficient and commendable task »f reorganizing our tactical wnits 
and raising to a high level their state of training. This has but served to em- 
phasize the urgent need for more combat and maintenance crews. The air base 
forces must be greatly increased and in some cases created in order to properly 
operate and care for the airplanes now being produced as the result of high pres- 
sure work on the part of the Matericl Division, This necessitates that sur 
‘Training Center, the Tactical School and the Technical School work at accelerated 
efficiency, mayhap at longer hours, and increase their output without lowering 
their present high standards. | 

Until quite recently we have had marked superiority in airplanes, engines and 
accessories, That superiority is now definitely challenged by recent develop- 
ments abroad. This anions that our experimental development programs must be 
speeded up. 

This increased effort all along the line is essential if we are to build up 
our tactical units and supply them equipment in accordance with the War Depart- 
ment program. We cf the Air Corps must realize that these results can be obtain- 
ed only if we have complete accord and thorough wail of our efforts. 


ue 


/] fe) 1 Air Corps, 
Washington, D, Chief of the Air Corps. 
September 30, i938. 
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B y Theon 
By special permissio 


A man had to die before they realized 
what was wrong. And it was such a 
little thing that killed him, too. He 
didn't have enough energy to pick up an 
oxygen tube and shove it back in his 
mouth, When ry! found his body six 
miles below, he had strangled for want | 
of air. | 

These were men you hardly ever heard 
about, They were men who went up where — 
the air was thin and bright and "white 
blue" - where it was so cold their eye- 
balls froze in their sockets, and flying 
machines rolled crazily in mid-air like 
becalmed ships, suspended between the 
tug of gravity below and thinning air 
above. Then, blinded and gasping fer 
breath, they tipped the nose of the plane 
downward and plunged for earth, some- 
times LE ghee as much as five or six 
miles with their senses reeling from the 
strain and shock before they pulled out 
of the "blank," 

You have heard of Lindbergh and Hughes 
and Balchen and Byrd; of Musick, Earhart, 
Post and Kingsford-Smith, They were the | 
earth-shrinkers, who spread out over the 
four corners of the world, bringing them 





close together. But what of the men who 
went up — Schroeder, Macready, Foulk and 
Harris; Gray, Kelly, Souchek, Adam and 
Greene? Their names ri only faintly 
in the memory. It wasn't until one of 
them died that you remembered who he was 
or what he had been doing - and even 
then it seemed pretty silly, Foing way 
up there where there were no living 
things, and where nobody wanted to live, 
an, . What was the use of it? 
is year the highest award in avia- 
tion - the Collier Trophy, which goes 
nat to that which is spectacular but to 
that which is sound - has recognized the 
use of it. The trophy has been awarded 
the United States Army Air Corps for de- 
monstrating, for the first time in his- 
tory, that it is possible to travel 
safely and comfortably in the substrato- 
sphere. 
Uns Heroes of the Air 

The Collier Trop first awarded in 

1911 by Robert J. Collier, son of the 





founder of Collier's, goes each year to 
"the greatest achievement: in aviation in 
America, the value of which has been de- 
monstrated by actual use during the pre- 
ceding year." The names associated with 
it are the honor roll of aviation histo- 
ry: Curtiss, Wright, Sperry, Burgess, 
Loening, Hoffman, Reed, Lawrence, Martin, 
Pitcairn and Douglas; the U.S. air mail, 
the Army's "world fliers," Pan American's 
transpacific "clippers." 

And now added to this historic list 
are the unsung heroes of the upper air, 


'open cocipit affairs that looke 


Wright 


n from Collier's, The National Weekly 


ed unceasingly, and for the most part 
anonymously, not for adventure nor dan- 
ger nor just to see if it could be done 
ut because the "upper level," as Col- 
lier's Sige on out three years agu, is 
where all of us will be flying tomorrow. 

The citation reads: 

"To the U.S. Army Air Corps for having 
designed, constructed and completely 
equipped the XC-35 substratosphere 
piane. the first pressure cabin airplane 

o be flown successfully anywhere in the 
world," 

Behind that somewhat prosy sentence is 
a story of courage, resourcefulness and 
death, And in its last chapter it is 
the story of the unflagging persistence 
of a small, nervously energetic man who 
started his career as a builder of 
bridges and would up as an airplane de- 
signer "because it was work that needed 
to be done." His name is Carl F.Greene, 
and he is an officer in the Air Corps 
stationed at Wright Field. Major Greene 
is one of those retiring gentry you sel- 


' dom hear about - but every time you 


climb into a big s 
riding on wings he helped to create, and 
when you step into the cabin of a strato- 
liner you will be riding in his idea. 
Major Greene got the idea quite a few 
years ago, when fliers were going up in 

€ 


box kites, and he has been nursing it 
along ever since. 

Basically, the idea was simply to 
build an airtight airplane that could 
fly in the substratosphere, where the 
air is thin and pressure is low. But, 
like most simple ideas, it took years 
to find out just what was needed. At 
first everybo thought the problem was 
merely to supply oxygen to the men who 
went up into the rarefied air eight 
miles above the earth; and for nearly 
twenty years tho Army Air Service worked 
on that problem - until they found they 
were on the wrong track! 


Jorking Under Pressure 

As early as , Major Rudolph Schroe- 
der climbed to 38,180 feet in an open- 
cockpit Packard~Lepere biplane, using a 
tube to suck oxygen from a tank, but his 
eyeballs froze, his senses "blanked out" 
and he fell six miles before he pulled 
out of it and brought his plane safely 


-liner you will be 


to earth, 

The next year John A, Macready, a 
4a ped Army lieutenant at McCook Field, 
hio, decided to find the "absolute ceil- 


ing" - for man and machine. His experi- 
ment was particularly valuable, because 
he wrote a record of everythi that 
happened. He hac taped a leather oxygen 
mask to his face and smeared gelatin - 





men of the Army Air Corps who have sao at 


his only "de-icing" equipment - over his 
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les. At 35,000 feet the cold became 
so intense his gogzles were coated with 
ice and his eyes began to freeze. At 
39,000 feet he.had passed Major 
Schroeder's mark and began to. run into 
real trouble. 


£90. 


His breath froze in the 
oxygen tube, clogeine it with ice. - He 
managed to tear off part of the tape on 
his face and shove in an emergency tube. 
He said every time he reached for scme- 
thing,-he felt:"dizzy and faint." 

At 40,800. feet his plane bucked and 
refused.to climb any higher. For five . 
minutes.it "swung and rolled in suspen- 
sion" and Macready held it there, pitch- 
ing and swaying in the icy air. en, 
realizing he could go no farther, he 
pulled back the throttle and tipped the 
nose downward and the "bottom seemed to 
drop out of the plane as it went toward 
earth," 

But it was the death of the Army bal- 
loonist, Captain Hawthorne C, Gray, that . 
brought heme the real problem in high 
altitude flying. Gray went up more than 
six miles in a balloon from Belleville, 
Illinois, in November, 1927, and died up 
there because his oxygen tube slipped 
=-rom his mouth and he was too numb and 
Dlind to pick it up again. That started . 
Army engineers to thinking - particular- 
z the persistent little major at Wright 
Field. "We knew we had to operate at 
high levels," wayor Greene explained, 
-Sand we knew that it was up to us to 
=ind all the answers. It was t.o easy 
for men to die the way Gray did." 

Why did they have to go up in the 
first place? 
except a pastel-blue sky and an awful 
chasm below; and it doesn't sound like 
Very 00d. 000¢S. The answer is that the 
best flying conditions to be found any- 


where — smooth air, increased speed, few. 


storms, no icing hazards, perfect radio 
reception - are above 25,000 feet. Al- 
though the Army does not make a practice 
of revealing any of the military uses it 
will make of “upper-level operation" - 
the official A term for high flying - 
it is pretty obvious what the factors 
are. . Bombers would have greater speed 
for approach and escape, and would also 
be comparatively free from antiaircraft 
fire in the wipe levels. Modern anti- 
aircraft guns 
ness" above 15,000 feet. A projectile 
requires from eighteen to twenty-five 
seconds, depending on the angle at which 
it is fired to reach the 20,000-foot. 
evel, and in that time it is possible 
or the target to veer away from the 
“rejostoty of the shell, . ; 
Altitude flight tests showed that hu- 
man beings begin to show the effects of 


_thinn air at 10,000 feet. Above 
15,000 feet there is a definite need for 
aid to respiration, At 28,000 feet the 


need fer oxygen is acute, and for years 
it was. supposed oxygen taken into the 
hrough @ mask: was. . 


mouth by @ tube-or 


There was not much to sée, . 


ve little "aim effective- 
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| sufficient, But at 35,000 feet other 
| things begin to happen. The blood 
| 





starts to "bubble." There is a certain 
| amount of nitrogen in solution in the 
‘human blood at all times, and when out- 
| Side prossuré suddenly is reduced, the 
| effect is like pulling a cork out of a 
champagne bott?e. The nitrogen col- 
lects as particles of free gas in the 
blood stream, and these tiny bubbles may 
find their way to brain cells or into 
| the spinal fluid, where they are likely 
to bring on convulsions, naralysis »or 
even death. As the outside pressure de- 
_creases there is a"pu}l" on the surface 
of the body... Above 43,000 feet. no hu- 
man can think and act rationally and re- 
liably in:the open air, even with the 
use of oxygen. It becomes apparent that 
| pressure, not oxygen, was the problem 
| to be solved. a 
| The first attempt to solve this prob- 
lem was a contrivance known as. a "pres- 
sure suit," a sort of supercharged pair 
of overalls, made airtight by. the use 
of rubberized parachute silk, with an 
aluminum helmet. Oxygen was fed inte 
the helmet and air pumped into the suit. 
Wiley Post brought one cf these suits 

to Wright Field in 1934, and an emergen- 
cy squad from the Dayton police depart- 
nent was called out, with pulmotor, axes 
and.saws, to. stand by ready to rescue 
Wiley if it became necessary during the 
pumping-up tests, He wore the suit on 
is first attempted "stratosphere 
flisht" in.1935, and an interesting 
scene took place when he made a forced 
landing near a desert town in Califor- 
nia. Post pancaked his plane on Muroc 
dry lake, walked‘out in his "Man from 
Mars" haberdashery and scared the Cali- 
fornia natives out of a few years' 
growth. 





a 


_A.Problem of Compression 

- It was obvious that the pressure suit, 
at best, would take care of only ne 
person, and the Army engineers hardly 
cared to envision the spectacle of a 
crew of a bombing plane, clad in pumped 
up stratosphere clothing, waddling 
@round the inside of the ship attached 
by hoses to oxvgen tanks and air blow- 
ers. §0, while the fliers with their 
tin-can helmets and pumped-up clothing 
were pushing the "absolute ceiling" 
above 50,000 feet, the Air vorpe went 
into action on the problem of building 
@ non-leakable cabin that would maintain 
| low-level pressure during high-level op- 
eration, Fortunately, at all altitudes 
the percentage of oxygen in the atmos- 
phere is almost constant, The problem 
Was to compress the air to low-level 


| density, ‘ie : 

| It wasn't as easy as it sounds. Back 
in 1919 the Army Air Service had tried 
out the "pressure cabin" idea with a 
sealed tank in the cockpit of a DeHavi- 
land observation plane, Lieutenant 

Harold Harris went up in it, .and when he 
“4 ~Pityeeleg)  —i ED 

















came down his face, seen thro the 
window cf the tank, was streaming with 
poreperatton and as red as a boiled 
obster, He gestured frantically at the 
instrument panel, It showed a tempera- 
ture of 150 degrees above zero and an 
"altitude" of 9,000 feet below sea level! 
The pressure control gadgets, Harris ex- 
plained, had leaked, 

Two other nations tried unsuccessfully 
to build a pressure cabin plane - France 
in 1932 and Belgium in 1926. The French 
plane, a Farman two-seater, went up 
33,000 feet and started to come apart, 
and the Belgian plane, a 20-passenger 
Renard R-35, never completed its tests, 
The propian Anciuded “skin leaks" in the 
shell of the cabin, danger of the cabin 
blowing up under pressure, the difficul- 
ty of sealing doors, windows and holes 
through which control wires and rods 
must pass. 


Outwitting the Elements 
But findi answers to tricky aero- 


nautical problems was Major Greene's 
dish, He had been at them ever since he 
joined the Army (in order to play hockey 
with the Seventh Regiment hockey team in 
New York) years before the war. He had 
initiated the design of the "monoplane 
wing" that was applied to the Martin 
bomber, which won the Collier Trophy in 
1932. That wing revolutionized airplane 
building and ended the era of "kite 
planes. If you look out of the window 
af any Boeing, Douglas or Lockheed sky- 
liner of today, you will see something 
of Major Greene's handiwork in the wing 
that 1s holding you up. 

After doping out what was wanted, 
ryt bed Greene went to Lieutenant Colonel 
Oliver P, Echols, chief engineer at 
Wright Field, and laid his plan before 
him, It was to build a hermetically 
sealed airplane that would enable pass- 
engers and crew to ride in the substra- 
tosphere with all the comforts of sea- 
level flying. Colonel Echols dug out an 
appropriation from the Air Corps allot- 
ment and brigadier Genoral A.W. Robins, 

‘of the materiel division, supplied labo- 
ratories. It was all in the day's work 
to the Air Corps - another routine prob- 
lem to be solved — but Major Greene knew 
he had aviation history by the tail. 

He called in Dr. John E, Younger of 
the Dat veres ty of California, who had 
worked with him years before designing 
the "monocoque," or shell-type cabin. 
Theoretically, their problem was to ap- 
ply theories of air cooling and building 

eating that had been in use, in one way 
or another, ever since the first cave 
man began fanning himself in summer and 
building fires in his cave in winter. 
There ig a Prcavens of about 14.7 pounds 
per square inch at sea level, and at 
36,000 feet it is 4.4 pounds. 

ing air under pressure in the sealed 
Cabin with a supercharger,: or "blower," 
the pressure difference could be equaliz- 





ed. ‘Then, by use of a pressure regula- 
tor and a discharge valve to let out the 
air, a constant supply of Grade-A sea~ 
level air would flow into the cabin. 

By the spring of 1937 they had com- 
pleted the preliminary stuff, and were 
ready for the main event, The new plane 
had been ordered from the Lockheed plant 
at Burbank, California. It was similar 
to the Lockheed Electra but built ac- 
cording to specifications. The 

lane was ferried to Wright Field to be 

ested for leaks — and here Old Man 
Disaster seemed to have put another "X 
marks the spot" on the record of pres-~ 
sure-cabin flying. 


As the big silver cocoon was ed 
up, it began to hiss, tien squeal like 
a thousan peanut whistles. Workmen 


silently edged toward the exits, Even 
Major Greene regarded his baby a bit 
Singerly. Then he ordered the ing 
to stop and crawled inside the biz 
metal shell - and signaled for the 


pumps to start again, The leaks were 
ound and repaired. 

By midsummer the XC-35 was ready for 
its maiden flight into the substrato- 
sphere. Captain 4lfred H, Jonson, a 
veteran Army flier, was picked to fly 
it. There was cven a “brain tester" - 
Dr. Harold G, Armstrong of the Wright 
Field physiological research laboratory- 
to test the effect of high flying on the 
minds of the pilot and crew, With Major 
Greene and four members of the crew ; 
huddled in the sealed cabin they took 
off —- with a stack of oxygen bulbs 
standing between them and suffocation if 
things went wrong. At 12,000 feet the 
omsewenveere were turned on. 

Ne plane climbed to 28,000 feet - 
still with no oxygen being used. Cap- 
tain Johnson then s it down and 
landed, completing the first substrato- 
sphere flight on record without using an 
ounce of oxygen. Tests were conducted 
throughout the summer and fall at all 
serene from the ground up to 33,000 

eet. 

On February 3, 1938, the XC-35 cr ar- 
ed to meke its first "passenger flight". 
A take-off was scheduled from Chicago at 
midnigat; the plane was bound for Boll- 
ing Field, near Washington, with Louis 
A, Johnson, Assistant Secretary of War, 
as the passenger - and the flight was 
to go regardless of weather, to prove 
that it could be done. Ten minutes af- 
ter the take-off the big strato-liner 
ran into an electric storm so intense 
that Pe tg up a halo of sparks along 
the leading edge of the wing. Climbing 
at the rate of 300 feet a minute, the 
monoplane soared up to 22,000 feet and 
over the storm, Traveling through the 
night at a 200-mile clip, it roared on- 
ward and landed at Boll ng completing 
a flight that would have been suicide 


for an ordinary air-liner traveling at 


ordinary flying levels. 
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At the conclusion of the tests, the 
Air Corps announced that the experiment | 
was @ success and that the strato-liner | 
could be duplicated by any established 
commercial aircraft factory in the coun- 
at The Air Corps was then invited toa 
submit its data to the Collier gy ra 
committee, headed by Major J.H, (Jimny) 
Doolittle, 


To a New Era of Flying 

Majer Greene was called before the 
committee to tell about the Army Air 
Cerps' XC-35 - and he began by forget- 
ting his speech! He laid a bundle of 
data on the committee table and explain- | 
ed, with some embarrassment, that he had 
"prepared some notes, but forgot to 
bring them," | ! 

"Never mind that," Doolittle. said with 
agrin, "We're pretty hard-boiled in | 
here = we don't go in much for speeches."! 

Major Greene left the room feeling 
that he had failed. But ‘the committee 
wasn't composed of oratorical experts. 
It was made up of air-minded men - — 
J.H, Doolittle; Dr. George W. Lewis, ‘di- | 
rector of aeronautical research for the | 
National Advisory Committee for Acronaut- 
ics; S. Paul Johnston, editor of Avia- 
tion; Leighton Rogers, president of the 
Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce; T.P, 
Wright; Henry B. Dupont; E.R. Stettinius,'| 
Jr.; William B, Mayo, and Edward P, 
Warner, 

When the committee came out of the 
huddle, the men of the Army Air Corps 
had won the verdict. They had started 
nut to solve a problem of military cffi- | 
ciency and turned in test results that | 
pointed the way to a new era of flying. | 
And they had, incidentally, vindicate 
the heroism of those early pioneers of 
the upper air who went up in box-kite | 
tiying machines, risking death or dis- 
ablement in the cold and lifeless atmos- 
phere of upper space, so that a later 
eers of engineers could -solve 
heir problen. 


| 
' 
| 
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| 
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eS 
AIRPLANE PROVES TOO TOUGH FOR CARABAOS 


To as a Carabao may be, horns and 
all, ugh he may be "Xing" of the 
buffalo and resent the white man, he 
must ‘still take the count of nine when 
he attempts to tors a P-26 over his back 
with thore beautiful horns s0 character- 
istic of the water Buffalo. So sayeth 
Second Lieutenant Cecil E, Combs, Air 
Corps, who, much to his surprise, saw 
too late a couple of these animals as he 
was making a night landing on the air- 
drome at Nichols. Field, P.I. The Cara- 
baos had tarp ag 4 been attracted by the 
floodlights, but being too bashful re- 
mained in the shadows. outside the range 
of the floodlights. Result: they took 
the count of nine. Lieut. Combs was not 
ingered and the P-26 Pursuit plane was 
slightly damaged. os 
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| period from August 


| whole were many. 
‘rily for the exercise to serve as’a test 


Nationa 





SEVENTH BOMBARDMEN? GROUP IN MANEUVERS 


The 7th Bombardment Group of Hamilton 
Field, Calif., commanded by Major Dale 


| V. Gaffney, Air Corps, and consisting of 
| 15 B-18 airplanes, 37 officers and 100 

/ enlisted men, was based at Felts Field, 

| Spokane, Washington 


during the maneuver 
agt 8th to 15th, 1938. 
The objectives-of the maneuver as a 
It was planned prima- 


to determine the state of training of 


| combat and service personnel and units, 
' in conjunction with a test of the ade- 


goacy of present tactical equipment. By 
the scheduling of long range reconnais- 
sance missions, an opportunity would be 
afforded for familiarizing the personnel 
with the terrain and available milita 
facilities throughout the Pacific North- 


| west area, 


By dint of pre-maneuver preparations, 
the concentration of airplanes and per- 
sonnol at the Group's operating airdrome 
Felts Field, was expeditiously effected 
on the afternoon of August 8th. 

On the morning of August 9th, the 
Group participated in a reconnaiss-.ice 
of the ahaa te cities and airdrems 
within the operating area, On the ‘ol- 
lewing day, the Group ey eF es 81x cir- 
planes in a bombing mission three miles 
off Cape Flattery, the targets being 
aluminum slicks. 

The entire Group, consisting of 15 
airplanes, took part in a bombing de- 
monstretion at Fort Lewis, Washington, 
on August llth. Silhouette. targets one 
mile east of the field were bombed from 


|, @ high altitude with 300-pound practice 


bombs. The demonstration was said to 
heve been very effective in gt tr: nd 
capabilities of the Air Force to the 
civilian pypulace, 

The micsion on August leth was a long 
range reconnaissance and assembly prob- 
lem, The flight covered a sizeable 
amount of territory in the States cf 
Washington, Idaho, and Mentana, and was, 
Oa an excellent familiarization 

The entire dey of Sunday, sagas 14th, 
was turned over to visitors, who were 
afforded an excellent opportunity to 
inspect the airplanes and e papeens- 

Evacuation and return to Hem lton 
Field on Monday, August 15th, concluded 
the Wing Maneuver. Valuable assistance 
and cooperation were rendered by the 
Guard and Chambers of Commerce 
ef that section. ‘ 

---000--~ 


Master Sergeant Edcil C. Maxwell, of 
Flight B,, 16th Observation Squadron, 
Fort Benning, Ga., was appointed a War- 
rant Officer in the U.S, Army, effective _ 
October 1,°1938. He will be assigned to © 


|} duty with. the Air Corps in the Panama 


Canal Department. 
- V-7860, A.C. 











NEW OFFICFRS FOR THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


The War Department recently announced the ap-. 

intment of 138 second lieutenants: in the Air 

rps, Regular Amy, as of October 1, 1938. 
These appointments are the result of competi- 
tive examinations among Air Corps Reserve offi- 
cers who are now cr have been recently on ex- 
tended active duty with the Air Corps. 

Of these 188 new officers, 31 are assigned to 
Langley Field, Va.; 23 to March Field, Calif.; 
21 to Barksdale Field, La.; 16 to Randolph 
Field, Texas; 123 to the Haweiian artment; 11 
to Selfridge Field, Mich.s 10 to Mitchel Field,. 
N.Y.; 9 to Hamilton Field, Calif.; 7 each to 
Kelly Field, Texas, and the Penam Canal 
ment; 3 each to Moffett Field, Celif.j Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas; and Brooks Field, 
Texas; 2 each to Scott and Chamute Fields in 
Illinois; and one each to Bolling Field, D.C.; 
Fort Knox, Kye; Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, 
Calif., and the Philippine Department. 

The station assignments of these newcomers 
in the commissioned piloting ranks of the Air 
Corps, Regular Army, are indicated numerals, 
the key to which is given below the list of 
names, viz! 


Francis Henry Macduff a 
Harold Lewis Jones 10 
Arman Peterson 1 
Herbert M. West, Jr. 1 
Francis Dodge Shoemeker (10) 
Alvin Roubal Luedecke (14) 
Henry Russell Spicer (16) 
Willard Van Dewan Brown (1) 


Brockton, Mass. 
Bath, Pa. 
Flagstaff, Ariz. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Bethesda, Md. 

El Dorado, Texas 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dallas, Texas 


William Ray Boutz (16) Deming, N.M. 
William Haldane Councill (16) Ingomar, Pa. 
Kenneth Ray Kreps (11) Riverside, Calif. 
Peter Havens Remington (19) Watertown, N.Y. 
Patrick William licIntyre (11) Chicago, Ill. 
Donald William Haeman * Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Blaine Ballif Canpbe1l (8) Salt Lake City, Uteh 
Morris Henry Shedd (14) Belleville, Ill. 
Kermit Arthur Tyler (13) Long Beach, Calif. 
Mayhue Delbert Blaine * Cranford, N.J. 
Howard Fish Nichols (19) Newark, M.J. 
Philip Beeton Klein * Dallas, Texas 


Marion Malcolm (16) 

Fred'k Lawrance Moore (13) 
Charles Enlen Marion (10) 
Ben Ivan Funk (11) 

Follett Bradley, Jr. (6) 
Richard William Simons (10 
James Britt League,Jr, (9) 
John Spencer Hardy (1) 
Thomas Scott Algert * 
Harry Louis Donicht (14 
Charles H. Stockdale (3 
Ladson G. Eskridge,Jr. (14) 
Francis Harry Matthews 7) 


Iowa City, Iowa 
Fillmore, Calif. 
Detroit, Mich. 
ray, Colo. 

ffett Field, Calif. 
West Plains, M. 
Greenville, S.C. 
Logansport, La. 
La Jolla, Calif. 
Glencoe, Minn. 
Morgantown, W. Va. 
Newberry, S.C. 
Eouston, Texas 


Ryder Waldo Finn (7) McCoy, Oregon 
Robert Franklin Hardy (11) Flint, Mich. 
William Wering Miller * San Diego, Calif. 
Paul Wietzel Zehrung (18 Dayton, Ohio 


Arthur Jenkins Pierce (6 
Robert Francis Worden, (8 
Roy William Osborn (8 
James Bradford Baker {18) 
William Grover Benn Go) 
Herbert Reed Volin (7 


Montague, Mass. 
Santa Fe, N.M. 
Hankinson, N.D. 


Washington, Pa. 
_ Pittsfield, Mass. 


+- 


. Bird Island, Minn. | 
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Wilmington, Del. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Detroit, Mich. 
Seneca, S.C. 
‘Niles, Ohio 


Allen Thomas Bennett $38} 
Henry G. Thorne, Jr. (19 
Ym. Albert Hatcher,Jr. (11 
Baskin R. Lawrence, Jr. (9 
Sam Philippe Triffy (9) 


Farl Bernard Yo (9) Sidney; Neb. 
Robert Alva Ping } St. Louis, Mo. 
William Mason Reid (9) Albany, Ga. 
James Thomas Comnally (11) Waco, Texas 

Jack Lincoln Schoch (10) - New Ulm, Minn. 
Bernard Adolf Schriever * Seattle, Wash. 
Harold Ernest Watson (9) Farmington, Conn. 
Cy Wilson (16) Hearne, Texas 
Craven Clark Rogers {1 Galveston, Texa: 
William Lewis Curry \9 Raleigh, N.C 

Audrin Rotha Walker (8 Pasadena, Calif. 
Calvin Ely Peeler (14) Corona, Calif. 
James Oldham Ellis * Berwyn, Ill 

Sven Harold tg (11) Los Angeles, Calif. 
Robert Kay Martan 1) Dayton, Ohi- 
John Beverly Montgomery (9) Spartanburg, S.C. 
John Hitt Eakin (9) Natick, Mass. 
John Allen Wey (6 Prague, Okla. 
James Ferguson (1 Whit tier,Calif. 
William Brewer Keese (16) Wyoming, N.J. 
Joseph Frederick Hunker (9) West Point, Neb. 
Martin Ansel Bateman (7) Camden, S.C. 
Robert Curtis Sexton (10) Las Cruces, N.k. 
William Bell Devid (9) Calhoun, Ga. 
Robert cis Burnham(16) Battle Creek, Mich. 
Clyde Box 11) Nevada, Texas 
Edward William Ketcham (11) Madison, S.D. 


Chris H.Wm. kueter (9) Waco, Texes 


Horace Armor Shepard GS) Mobile, Ale. 
Don Louis Wilheln,Jr. 19) Bryan, Ohic 
Herbert Morgen, Jr. (9 Freedom, Pa. 
Franklin Kenéall Paul (14) Marriottsville,M. 
Ben Allen Mason, Jr. (8) Houston, Texas 
Raleigh Hunter reco: - F Miami, Fle. 
Graeme Stewart Bond (7 Chicago, Ill. 


Marcus Fleming Cooper* Alameda, Calif. 
Raymond Victor Schwanbeck (12) Ash Fork, Ariz. 
Robert Melville Caldwell (19 Madison, Wis. 
Joseph Abbott Thomas (7 Vinton, Ve. 
Elbert David Reynolds (11) Beaumont, Texas 
Ralph Sheldon Garman (19) Whittier, Calif. 
Ernest F. Wackwitz,Jr. (16) Springfield, Mass. 
Marvin Christian Demler * Williamsport, Pa. 
Cecil Hampton Childre s° Weslaco, Tezas 
Jacob Jerval Brogger (9 Butterfield, Minn. 
Irvine Alfred Rendle (11) Rawlins, Wyo. 
Junius Waldo Dennison,Jr. (6) Ojai, Calif. 
James Linn Travis ui} Portland, Ore. 
Frank C. Parker, Jr. (9) Norristown, Pa. 
Ernest Wilbur Keating ) Bleckwell, Texas 
George Sutton Brewer (7 Arcadia, La. 
Irving Lewis Branch 7) Glenbrook, Conn. 
George Wilson Hazleut (9 

Roy. Edward Warren (7) 

James R. DuBose, Jr. (6 
Arthur Chas. Carlson,Jr. (11) 
William Eades (8) 

Donald Wm. Eisenhart (16) 


Tarentum, Pa. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Aiken, §&.C. 
Jerome, Ariz. 
Lexington, Ky. 
Culbertson, Neb. 


Sam Maddux, Jr. (14 Lawton, Okla. 
Karl Lewis Polifka 13 Watsonville, Calif. 
Robert Reed Stewart (9 St. Louis, Mo. 
William Klahr McNown (9) Lawrence, Kans. 
Ted Sinclair Faulkner (6) Seattle, Wash. 
John Howard Payne (6) Austin, Texas 
Robert William Ryder (4) Minneapolis, Minn. 


V-7860 | A.C. 








At the conclusion of the tests, the | SEVENTH BOMBARDMEN? GROUP IN MANEUVERS 
Air Corps announced that the experiment ; 
was @ success and that the strato-liner {| The 7th Bombardment Group of Hamilton 
could be duplicated by any established Field, Calif., commanded by Major Dale 
commercial aircraft factory in the coun- | V, Gaffney, Air Corps, and consisting of 
try. The Air Corps was then invited to 15 B-18 airplanes, 37 officers and 100 
submit its data to the Collier Trophy | enlisted men, was based at Felts Field, 
committee, headed by Major J.H, (Jimny) | Spokane, Washington, during the maneuver 
: | period from August 8th to 15th, 1938. 
| 
| 





Doolittle, 
To a New Era of Flying The objectives-of the maneuver as a 

Majer Greene was called before the’ | whole were many. It was planned prima- 
committee to tell about the Army Air ‘rily for the exercise to serve asa test 
Cerps' XC-35 - and he began by forget- | to determine the state of training of 
ting his speech! He laid a bundle of | combat and service personnel and units, 
data on the committee table and explain- | in conjunction with a tess of the ade- 
ed, with some embarrassment, that he had | quacy of present tactical equipment. By 
“prepared some notes, but forgot to the scheduling of long range reconnais- 
bring them," . | é sance missions, an opportunity would be 

"Never mind that," Doolittle said with afforded for familiarizing the personnel 
agrin, "We're pretty hard-boiled in | with the terrain and available militar 
here - we don't go in much for speeches."| facilities throughout the Pacific North- 


Major Greene left the room feeling | west area, | 3 
that he had failed. But ‘the committee (| by dint of pre-maneuver preparations, 
wasn't composed of oratorical experts. | the concentration of airplanes and per- 


It was made up of air-minded men - Major | sonnol at the Group's operating airdrome 
J.H, Doolittle; Dr. George W. Lewis, ‘di- | Felts Field, was expeditiously effected 
rector of aeronautical research for the | 9n the afternoon of August 8th. 

National Advisory Committee for Acronaut-| On the morning of August 9th, the 

ics; S. Paul Johnston, editor of Avia- Group participated in a reconnaiss-.ce 


tion; Leighton Rogers, president of the (of the principal cities and airdroms 


Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce; T.P. = within the: operating area. On the ‘/01- 

Wright; Henry B. Dupont; E.R. Stettinius,! lawing day, the Group employed six <cir- 

Jr.; William B, Mayo, and Edward P, planes in a bombing mission three niles 

Warner, , ; | off Cape Flattery, the targets being 
When the committee came out of the | aluminum slicks. 

huddle, the men of the Army Air Corps The entire Group, consisting of 15 


had won the verdict, They had started (airplanes, took part in a bombing de- 
nut to solve a problem of military effi- | monstretion at Fort Lewis, Washington, 
ciency and turned in test results that (on August llth. Silhouctte. targets one 


pointed the way to a new era of flying. (mile east of the field were bombed from 
And they had, incidentally, vindicate /@ high altitude with 300-pound practice 
the heroism of those carly pioneers of | bombs. The demonstration was said to 
the upper air who went up in box-kite |heve been very effective in displaying 


riying machines, risking death or dis- Capabilities of the Air Force to the 
ablement in the cold and lifeless atmos- | civilian pypulace. 

phere of upper space, so that a later | The micsion on August l2th was a long 
ee pga of engineers could solve ' range reconnaissance and ussembly prob- 
heir problem. gs lem, The flight covered a sizeable 

a amount of territory in the States cf 
Washington, Idaho, and Mentana, and was, 
in effeci, an excellent familiarization 


---000~--— 
AIRPLANE PROVES TOO TOUGH FOR CARABAOS 


i fliczht. 

To as a Carabao may be, horns and The entire dey of Sunday, August 14th 
all, though he may be "King! ef the | was turned over to visitors, who were 
buffalo and resent the white man, he | afforded an excellent opportunity to 
must ‘still take the count of nine when = inspect the airplanes and equipment. 


he attempts to toss a P-26 over his back Evacuation and return to Hemilton 
with thore beautiful horns s0 character-! pield on Monday, August 15th, concluded 


istic of the water Buffalo. So sayeth the Wing Maneuver. Valuable assistance 
Second Lieutenant Cecil E, Combs, Air and cooperation were rendered by the 


Corps, who, much to his.surprise, saw | National Guard and Chambers of Commerce 
too late a couple of these animals as he | af that section. 

was making a night landing on the air- 
drome at Nichols: Field, P,I. The Cara-- 
baos had evidently been attracted by the Master Sergeant Edcil C. Maxwell, er 
floodlights, but being too bashful re- Flight B,, 16th Observation Squadron, 
mained in the. shadows. outside the range | Fort Benning, Ga., was appointed a War- 
of the floodlights. Result: they took rant Officer in the U.S, Army, effective 
the count of nine. Lieut. Combs was not | October 1,:1938. He will be assigned to 
sapere and the P-~26 Pursuit plane was ‘duty with the Air Corps in the Panama 
slightly damaged. .=«-—> Canal Department. 
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NEW OFFICFRS FOR THE ARMY AIR CORPS 


Tho War Department recently announced the ap-. 
intment of 138 second thehesaien: ia the Air 
rps, Regular Amy, as of October 1, 1938. 

These appointments are the result of competi- 

tive examinations among Air Corps Reserve offi- 

cers who are now cr have been recently on ex- 
tended active duty with the Air Corps. 

Of these 188 new officers, 31 are assigned to 
Langley Field, Va.; 23 to March Field, Calif. ; 
21 to Barksdale Field, La.; 16 to Randolph 
Field, Texas; 13 to the Haweiian artment; 11 
to Selfridge Field, Mich.s; 10 to Mitchel Field,. 
N.Y.3; 9 to Hamilton Field, Calif.; 7 each to 
Kelly Field, Texas, and the Penama Canal Depart- 
ment; 3 each to Moffett Field, Calif. } Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas; and Brooks Field, 
Texas; 2 each to Scott and Chanute Fields in 
Illinois; and one each to Bollirg Field, D.C.3; 
Fort Knox, Kye; Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, 
Calif., and the Philippine Department. 

The station assignments of these newcomers 
in the commissioned piloting ranks of the Air 
Corps, Regular Army, are indicated nurerals, 
the key to wrich is given below the list of 
names, viz: 


Francis Henry Macduff 2 
Harold Lewis Jones 10 
Arman Peterson ; 
Herbert M. West, Jr. (1 
' Francis Dodge Shoemeker (10) 
Alvin Roubal Luedecke (14) 
Henry Russell Spicer (16) 
Willard Van Denman Brown (1) 
William Ray Boutz (16) 
William Haldane Councill (16) 
Kenneth Ray Kreps (11) 
Peter Havens Remington (10) 
Patrick William iicIntyre 232) Chicago, Ill. 
Donald William Hae-man * Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Blaine Ballif Campbell (8) Salt Lake City, Utah 


Brockton, Mass. 
Bath, Pa. 
Flagstaff, Ariz. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Bethesda, Md. 

El Dorado, Texas 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dallas, Texas 
Deming, N.M. 
Ingomar, Pa. 
Riverside, Calif. 
Watertown, N.Y. 


Morris Henry Shedd (14) Belleville, I11. 
Kermit Arthur Tyler (13) Long Beach, Calif. 
Mayhue Delbert Blaine * Cranford, N.J. 
Howard Fish Nichols (19) Newark, UJ. 
Philip Beetion Klein * Dallas, Texas 


Marion Malcolm (16) 

Fred'k Lawrance Moore (13) 
Charles Emlen Marion (10) Detroit, Mich. 
Ben Ivan Funk (11) Wray, Colo. 
Follett Bradley, Jr. (6) Moffett Field, Calif. 
Richard William Simons (10) West Plains, Mb. 
James Britt Leegue,Jr, 9) Greenville, S.C. 
John Spencer Hardy (1) Lo ort, La. 
Thomas Scott Algert * La Jolla, Calif. 
Harry Louis Donicht (14 Glencoe, Minn. 
Charles H. Stockdale (3 Morgantown, W. Va. 
Ladson G. Eskridge,Jr. (14) Newberry, S.C. 
Francis Harry Matthews (7) Eouston, Texas 
Fyder Waldo Finn (7) McCoy, Oregon 
Robert Franklin Hardy (11) Flint, Mich. 
William Wering Miller * San Diego, Calif. 
Paul Wietzel Zehrung (18 Dayton, Ohio 
Arthur Jenkins Pierce (6 Montague, Mass. 
Robert Francis Worden (8 Santa Fe, N.M. 
Roy William Osborn (8 Hankinson, N.D. 
James Bradford Baker {18) 
William Grover Benn (10) 
Herbert Reed Volin (7) 


Iowa City, Iowa 
Fillmore, Calif. 


Washington, Pa. 
Pittsfield, Mass. 


. Bird Island, Minn. | 
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Wilmington, Del. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Detroit, Mich. 
Seneca, S.C. 
“Niles, Ohio 


Allan Thomas Bennett $38} 
Henry G. Thorne, Jr. (19 
Ym. Albert Hatcher,Jr. (11 
Baskin R. Lawrence, Jr. (9 
Sam Philippe Triffy (9) 


Farl Bernard Yo (9) Sidney; Neb. 
Robert Alva Ping (9 St. Louis, Mo. 
William Mason Reid (9) Albany, Ga. 
James Thomas Connally (11) Waco, Texas 
Jack Lincoln Schoch t10) New Ulm, Minn. 
Bernard Adolf Schriever * Seattle, Wash. 
Harold Ernest Watson (9) Farmington, Conn. 
Cy Wilson (16) Hearne, Texas 
Craven Clark Rogers (1 Galveston, Texa: 
William Lewis Curry 49 Raleigh, N.C 
Audrin Rotha Walker (8 Pasadena, Calif. 
Calvin Ely Peeler (14) Corona, Calif. 
James Oldham Ellis * Berwyn, Ill 
Sven Harold rm (11) Los Angeles, Calif. 
Robert Kay Martan (1) Dayton, Ohi- 
John Beverly Montgomery (9) Spartanburg, S.C. 
John Hitt Eakin (9) Natick, Mass. 
John Allen Way (6 Prague, Okla. 
James Ferguson (1 Whit tier,Calif. 


William Brewer Keese (16) Wyoming, N.d. 
Joseph Frederick Hunker (9) West Point, Neb. 
Martin Ansel Bateman (7) Camden, S.C. 
Robert Curtis Sexton (10) Las Cruces, N.M. 
William Bell Davia (9) Calhoun, Ga. 
Robert Francis Burnham(16) Battle Creek, Mich. 
Clyde Box (11) Nevada, Texas 
Edward William Ketcham (11) Madison, S.D. 
Chris H.Wm. Hueter (9) Waco, Texes 
Horace Armor Shepard (8) Mobile, Ale. 


Don Louis Wilhelm,Jr. (19) Bryan, Chic 
Herbert Morgan, Jr. (9 Freedom, Pa. 
Franklin Kendall Paul (14) Marriottsville,l@. 
Ben Ailen Mason, Jr. (8) Houston, Texas 
Raleigh Hunter Macklin * Miami, Fla. 
Graeme Stewart Bond (7) Chicago, Ill. 


Marcus Fleming Cooper* Alameda, Calif. 
Raymond Victor Schwanbeck (2) Ash Fork, Ariz. 
Robert Melville Caldwell (19 Madison, Wis. 
Joseph Abbott Thomas (7) Vinton, Ve. 
Elbert David Reynolds (11) Beaumont, Texas 
Ralph Sheldon Garman (19) Whittier, Calif. 
Ernest F. Wackwitz,Jr. (16) Springfield, Mass. 
Marvin Christian Demler * Williamsport, Pa. 
Cecil Hampton Childre (16) Weslaco, Tezas 
Jacob Jerval Brogger 9) Butterfield, Minn. 
Irvine Alfred Rendle 11) Rawlins, Wyo. 
Junius Waldo Dennigon,Jr, (6) Ojai, Calif. 
James Linn Travis (11 Portland, Ore. 
Frank C. Parker, Jr. (9) Norristown, Pa. 
Ernest Wilbur Keating ) Bleckwell, Texas 
George Sutton Brewer (7 Arcadia, La. 
Irving Lewis Branch (7) Glenbrook, Conn. 
George Wilson Eazlevt (9 Tarentum, Pa. 


Roy. Edward Warren (7) Birmingham, Ala. 
James R. DuBose, Jr. (6) Aiken, 8.C. 
Arthur Chas. Carlson,Jr. (11) Jerome, Ariz. 
William Eades Lexington, Ky. 


Donald Wm. Eisenhart (16) 
Sam Maddux, Jr. (14 
Karl Lewis Polifka 33) 
Robert Reed Stewart (9 
William Klahr McNown (9) 
Ted Sinclair Faulkner (6) 
John Howard Payne (6) 
Robert William Ryder (4) 


Culbertson, Neb. 
Lawton, Okla. 
Watsonville, Calif. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Lawrence, Kans. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Austin, Texas 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Wilbur Danner faye (1) Arlington, Texas 
Morris Pelham (1) Anniston, Ala. 
Avelin Paul Tacon,Jr. (1) Mobile, Ala. 


Conrad Joe Herlick (11) 
Evart, Wilbur Hedlund * 


LaGrange, Ill. 
Paul Franklin Helmick (10) 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Coronado, Calif. 
Oak Park, Ill. 


Gordon, Neb. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Marksville, La. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


~ 


Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Johnstown, Pa. 


Winnetka, Ill. 


John Marks Ferris (6) 

Robert Loughery Johnston (16) Bellevue, Pa. 

James John Roberts,Jr. * East Orange, N.J. 

Lloyd Atwood Walker,Jr.(7). Los Angeles, Calif. 

Arthur Wm. Schmitt,Jr. (11) Madison, N.J. 

Norris Perry (9 

Kenneth Ray Martin (19) 

Maurice Edward Glaser (17) 

Leroy Alex Rainey (8) 

Francis Eastham Brenner (1) 

Edgar Milton Wittan (9) 

Robert F. Strickland (1) 

Ansley Watson * 

Edward Gerald Hillery 3) 

Thomes Ewing Mergrave (9 

Bela Alan Harcos 

Henry Ovide Bordelon (11) 

Edward Lewis Reid (16 

Clyde Chas. Harris, Jr, (1) 

Jean Rogers Byerly (11) 

Herman Francis Lowery. (1) 

Boyd David Wager (19) 

Edward George Kiehl" 

Earl Eugene Bates, Jr. (7) 

Arch Graham © 

David Wade (16 Minden, La. 

J. Francis Taylor, Jr. Qs) Columbus, Ind. 

Edwerd W. Maschmeyer (15 Indianapolis, Ind. 

Neel Earnest Kearby (19 Dallas, Texas 

Leonard Muir Rohrbo “ Roselle, N.J. 

Ray Hamilton Martin (3) Austin, Texas 
' Fred'k John Sutterlin ft) Miami Springs, Fla. 
. Murray Alston Bywater (11) Salt Lake City, Utah 

Delmer Edward ‘Yilson (11) Ephrata, Wash. 

Joshua T. Winstead,Jr. * La Grange, Ill. 


Charles Duncan Jones (1) 
Ernest Haywood Beverly (9) 
Jess Anders Smith * 
George Edward Schaetzel (11 
Frederic Grenville Huish tS Berkeley, Calif. 
Claude Edwin Putnam, Jr. (1 Jacksboro, Texas 
Donald Root Strother * Salt Lake City, Utah 
Dale Leroy Anderson (9) West Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Eugene Carl Woltz (12) Wichita, Kans. 
Kenneth Wilbur Lawver Freeport, I11l. 
Elliott Hartley Reed (12) Perry Point, Mad. 
Frank Edwin Rouse (16) 
Richard Frederick Lorenz 
Vernon Lake Stintzi (3) 
Clarence T. Edwinson (16) 
Theodore S. Proxmire,Jr. 
James Carroll Cochran (7 
Richard P. Schumacher (7 
Arthur Harold Rogers (9) 
Whitmell Tompkins Rison (1) 
Donald Ellis Ridings * 
Leslie Ethridge Martin * 
Preston Patton Pender (9) 
Gwen Grover Atkinson @) ’ 
12 


Oakland, Calif. 


Chicago, Ill. 


Topeka, Kans. 

(19) Lake Forest, Ill. 
Riverside, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Raleigh, N.C. 
Chatham, Va. 
Oakland, Calif. 


Hendersonville, N.C. 
Lufkin, Texas 
Adams, Wis. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Honolulu, T.H. 
Tulsa, ant 


Harold Micheal Keeffe 
Charles Wesseler Picking (9) 
Harry Willson Markey * 

“yet A Clay Godman (9) 
Eowell Galen Crank (4) 


San Bernardino, Calif. | 


Corvallis, Ore. | 
Detroit, Mich. | 


Sedro-Wooley, Wash. | 


Waterville, Kans. | 
Portage, Pa. | 
Clio, Ala. | 
Burbank, Calif. | 
Boonton, N.J. | 


Estes Park, Colo. | 


Brownsville, Texas | 


bell ,Jr. (1) Fort Worth, Texas | 


Jackson, Miss. | 
Laurinburg, N.C. | 


Alhambra, Calif. | 


Pullman, Wash. | 


Chester, Iowa | 


Midlothian, Texas | 





John Herold Cheatweod (2) 
Thomas Kerns Hampton * 
Francis B. Gallagher (11) 
Clarence Kinney Longacre (9) 


Ruston, La. 

San Marino, Calif.. 
Kl Paso, TexXase 
“illiamsport, Pa. 
Starkville, Miss. 


i] 
! 


Wim. Renolds Starx (6) 


| 
{ 
} 


Key: 
. Barksdale Field, La. 
Bolling Field, D.C. 
Brooks Field, Texas 
Chanute Field, Ill. 
Fort Knox, Ky. 
Hamilton Field, Calif. 
Haweiian Department 
Kelly Field, Texas 
Langley Field, Va. 
Mitchel Field, L.I., New York 
March Field, Calif. 
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kans. 
Moffett Field, Calif. 
Panama, Canal Department 
Philippine Department 
Randolph Field, Texas 

Rockwesl Air Depot, Calif. 
18. Scott Field, Belleville, I1l. 
19. Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 


Of the above listed newly appointed Air Cor 
Officers, 27 hail from the State of Californie 
25 from Texas, 13 from Pennsylvania, 11 from 
Illinois, 6 each from Alabama, New Jersey, 
South Carolina and Washington, and 5 each from 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan and Minne- 
seta. The remaining States are represented by 
less than five officers. 

Los Angeles, Calif., leads the cities repre- 
sented by the new officers with five, followed 
by Dallas, Texas; Chicago, Ill.; Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and Detroit, Mich., with three 
each. None of the other cities represented 
are credited with more than two of the offi- 
| cers. 


* Unassigned 


10. 
ll. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 


---000--- 
GAS MODEL CONTEST AT KELLY FIELD 


The Southwest Model Plane Association meet, 

| held at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, on 
September 4th, under the auspices of the San 

| Antonio Sas Model firplane Club, provided a 

' highly entertainin; week-end for some 4,000 

' spectators, as well as for personnel stationed 
| at Kelly Field. 

Seventy participants from the States of 
Texas, Louisiana and Oklahoma competed in vari- 
ous events, which began at 8:00 a.m and laste: 
until 6:00 p.m. 

Prizes, awarded by several San Antonio busi- 
ness firms, were presented the winners of cor 
tests, performance and ingenuity of design be- 
ing stressed. The winner of the endurance co: 
test was awarded a round trip by air to New 
| York by Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, President 
of Eastern Air Lines. 

---000--- 


During the month of August, the Engineerinz 
Department of the San Antonio Air Depot, Durca 
Field, Texas, overhauled a total of 13 air 
plenes and 62 engines, and repaired 54 airplan 
and 11 engines. 
2. 
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PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS 


Effective September 17, 1938, forty Air Corps | 
noncommissioned officers received promotions by | 
virtue of the additional grades and ratings pro 
vided incident to the recent increase in the au 
thorized strength of the Air Corps. Three First 
Sergeants and twelve Technical Sergeants were | 
promoted to the grade of Master Sergeant, and 
28 Staff Sergeants to the grade of Technical 
Sergeant. Last on the list of Staff Sergeants 
_ who were promoted was Samael Hymes, stationed 

at Bolling Field, D.C., who with General Oscar 
Westover, Chief of the Air Corps, died in the 
unfortunate airplene accident at Burbank, 

Calif., on September 2lst. 

The names of the promoted nonconmissioned 
officers are given below, as follows: 


To Master Sergeant, Air Corps 


Tech. Sgt. Charles U.M&night,lWitchel Field,N.Y. 
lst Sgt. Benjanin n. Klinger,Barksdale Field,La 





| 


the Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Szt. James 
Pearson. 

Gerald G. Whitaker, Hawaiian Department, to the 
Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. Peter 
Berg. 

Tony Dambroso, Panama Canal Department, to the 
Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. Forest 
F. Kelly. 

John A. Marshall, Bolling Field, D.C., to the 
Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. Charles 
H. McKnight. 

Luther Shelton, Fort Bragg, N.C., to the Tech- 
nical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps caus- 
ed by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. William 
Kretz. ; 

Golden R. Davis, Chanute Field, I1l., to the 





Tech. Set. Joseph H. Locher, March Field,Calif. 
lst. Sgt. Lynn B. Carr, Panama Canal Department 
Tech. Sgt. William Kretz, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
lst Sgt. Waldoe Rohlik, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Tech. Sgt. Forest F. Kelly, Panama Canal Dept. 
Tech. Sgt. Leonard L. Bentley,Selfridge Field, 
Mich. 
Tech. Sgt. John McAndrews, March Field, Calif. 
Tech. Sgt. Stephen A. Malloy, Panama Canal 
Department. 
Tech. Sgt. James Pearson, Chanute Field, Ill. 
Tech. Sgt. Peder Berg, Haweiian Department. 
Tech. Sgt. Earl Hobson, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Tech. Sgt. Clyde L. Walters, Kelly Field,Texas 
Tech. Sgt. Peter Ceccato, Hamilton Field,Calif. 


Staff Sergeant to Technical Sergeant, A.C. 


William H. Jernigan, Langley Field, Va. 

Tony Yucius, Langley Field, Va. 

James R. Tucker, Randolph Field, Texas 

Ray R. Willett, Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Robert H. Greene, Barksdale Field, La. 

Leonard Williams, Kelly Field, Texas 

Roland Antrim, Hamilton Field, Calif. 

Frank Hurst, Hawaiian Department 

Edwin Paseman, Kelly Field, Texas 

Jack Wolfe, Randolph Field, Texas 

Lawrence Darcy, liarch Field, Calif. 

David Steine, Barksdale Field, La. 

Joseph Kramberg, Barksdale Field, La. 

Arthur C. Barker, Langley Field, Va. 

William Mehnert, Kelly Field, Texas 

Edward F. Skelton, Denver, Colorado 

Harry Hicks, March Field, Calif. 

Miles B. Sloan, Hawaiian Department 

Lloyd Carter, March Field, Calif. 

Earl §. Blesh, Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Martin Brucher, Philippine Department 

Clarence E. Bright, San Antonio Air Depot, Tex. 

Elmer H. Fisher, Brooks Field, Texas 

John A. Masterson, March Field, Calif. 

Charles Gardick, March Field, Calif. 

Harold P. Benson, Randolph Field, Texas 

Eli B. eo Fort: Bragg, N.C. 

James E. Dearborn, Panama Canal Department 

Chester A. Armstrong, Kelly Field, Texas, to 
the vacancy in the Air Corps caused by the 
promotion of Tech. Sgt. Clyde L. Walters. 

Rawin J. McClellsn, Channte Field, I1l., to 
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Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Set. 
Leonard L. Bentley. 

Paul D. Bennett, Scott Field, Ill., to the 
Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. Earl 
Hobson. 

Courtney K. Mueller, March Field, Calif., to 
the Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air 
Corps caused’ by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. 
Joseph f. Locher. 

| Joseph M. Fredericks, March Field, Calif., to 
the Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air 
Corps caused by the promotion of Tech. Set. 
John McAndrews. 

Cecil C. Seguine, Kelly Field, Texas, to the 
Technical Sergeant vacancy in the Air Corps 
caused by the promotion of Tech. Sgt. 
Stephen A. Malloy. 

---000---" 
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AIR FORCE DEMONSTRATION AT FORT RILEY, KANSAS 


Fort Riley, Kanses, will be the scene of a 
demonstration on Leavenworth Day, October 20t 
by the GHQ Air Force. The students at the 
Conmend and General Staff School will witness 
{a demonstration by all branches of the Air 
| Force, to include bombing and machine gunning 
|of silhouette targets by Attack Aviation; ma- 

chine gun fire on a ground target by Pursuit 
aviation, and bombing of silhouette targets by 
| Bombardment airplanes. 
' Units to participate in this demonstration 
| are an Attack and a Pursuit Squadron from the 
| Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, and a Bombardment 
Squadron from the First Wing, GHQ Air Force. 


Cteetend @: 
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Major John R. Glascock has been relieved fram 
further assignment and duty at the Air Corps 
Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas, 
| and assigned to Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ili. 


—— oe oe 





War ge Special Orders relieving Major 
William W. Welsh from assignment and duty et 

| Maxwell Field, Ala., and assigning him to duty 
as a student at the Command and General Steff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, have been revokei. 
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WING GET-TOGETHER IN PANAMA 


On the evening of August 29th, all the 
officers of the puennpens of France and 
Albrook Fields,which compose the 19th 
Wing, gathered at Rio Hato in the Repub- 
lic of Panama for the annual Wing Dinner 
ceremony which is to become traditional, | 
The dinner was held in the newly complet- 
ed mess hall of the gunnery camp there 
which has been undergoing reconstruction 
for several months. Officers were quar- 
tered in-large, airy barracks - also 
new - with a degree of comfort surprisi 
to those who have spent days and weeks 
there in tents. — 

The dinner itself was for a three-fold ' 
purpose: to keep alive the "Wing-Ding" 
as a primary social function; to honor 
Brigadier General George H. Brett, Com- 
mander of the 19th Wing, whose tour of 
duty in the Panama Canal Department will 
be yeah on September 9th; and to 
open the new gunnery camp in the finest 
possible fashion, 

The ceremony was opened by Colonel 
Fred H, Coleman, serving as toastmaster 
and secretary, who yegreees. a toast to 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Wavy. An excellent dinner followed, and 
wor completion of the meal a number of 
officers, with little warning, were 
called upon for short speeches. 

An interesting talk by General Brett 
brought the dinner 4 its conclusion, 

m———O)0 -— = 


BRETT'S SON AN ARDENT AIR TRAVELER 





| 





— 


GEV. 
On August 17th, Brigadier General 
George H. Brett, commanding the 19th 
wing Panama Canal Department, accompa- 
nied by his young son, Devol, made a 
hurried trip to Lima, Peru, as guest 
pilot and technical observer on the Pan-| 
American-Grace Airways. The main pur- | 
pres of the trip was to examine landing 
ields and flying facilities over a new 
route now being established by Pan Agra, 
which proceeds from Cristobal, Canal 
Zone, to Bogota, Medillin, and Cali, 
Colombia, Quito and Guayquil, Ecuador, 
and on the coastal route into Lima,Peru., | 
General Brett's observations, accord- 
ing to the News Letter Correspondent, 
indicate clearly the feasibility of 
sending small groups of airplanes well | 
into South America; in fact, as a result; 
of his observations, he believes even 
planes as small es the P-l2 type could 
make this trip in perfect safety from 
@ standpoint of gasing and lodging fa- 
cilities. oe 
As guest pilot, General Brett was ac- 
corded all the privileges of a-co-pilot, 
and he was intensely interested and en- 
thusiastic concerning the operation of 
this American airline in South America. 
ae to Albrook Field on August 
It might be interesting to add that 
the young son of General Brett, aged 15, 
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has now covered by air Central America 
from Guatemala City to Panama, and from 
Panama into South America as far as Lima, 
Peru, a total distance of approximately 
3500 miles. 


---000--- 
BUZZARD DISPUTES PLANE'S RIGHT OF WAY 


Because of the number of pilots who 
have narrowly avoided hitting buzzards 
or crows, the News Letter Correspondent 
of the lst Observation Squadron, Mar- 
shall Field, Fort Riley, sas, believ- 
es that perhaps it will be interesti 
to them to read of an accidental colli- 
sion between an airplane and a bird, and 
the effect on the airplane. 

Recently, while a three-ship formation 
was enroute from Duncan Field, San 
Antonio, Texas, to Fort Riley, Kansas, 
and was proceeding peacefully at an alti- 
tude of 4200 feet above the ground, 

lane No, 3, an 0-25C, struck an unwary 
uzzard, sur oe both the pilot and 
the bird, ne bird hit the upper left 
wing, about one and one-half feet from 
the tip, and remained hanging there. Al- 
though the pilot noticed no difference 
in the flying qualities of the ship, he 
landed at Belton, Texas, to determine 
the extent of the damage. 

It was found that the front spar had 
been broken in two places, and Brother 
Buzzard's leg had been caught in one of 
the cracks, necessitating amputation to 
free him, and utation and replacement 
of the wing panel, The airplane recov- 
ered; the buzzard re not. 

mmm OO ——— 


FIRST OBSERVATION SQUADRON IN CAMP 
The lst Observation Squadron, station- 


ed at Marshall Field,. Fort Riley, Kansas, 
spent two weeks - August 28th to Septem- 


| ber llth - at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, 
/participating in maneuvers of the 14th 
, Brigade (Reinforced), 


C Activities during 
the first week consisted of tow target 
missions for Infantry rifle and machine 


'gun vractice, and observation missions 


in connection with various problems for 
the Infantr 


On Sentaiber 6th and 7th, the Squadron 


' furnished observation for both sides on 
‘a "contrclled" maneuver. 


For a two- 
"free" maneuver, September 8th and 9th, 
a flight of three airplanes was furnish- 
ed each side. Despite a low ceiling, 
the airplanes were able to fly enough 

so that both the Blues and the Reds 

were informed at all times as to the ac- 
tivities of the enemy. 


---000--= 


Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, relieves Captain John 
M, McDonnell, Air Corps, from his pres- 
ent assignment and duty at Wright Field, 


Ohio, and directs him to proceed to his 
home and await retirement. 
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1ST OBS, SQUADRON RETURNS FROM MANEUVERS 


The lst Observation Squadron recently 
returned to Marshall Field, Fort Riley, 
Kansas, from Camp McCoy, Wis., where the 
annual maneuvers of the Regular Army 
troops of the 7th Corps area were held. 

The Squadron was handicapped much of 
the time by low ceiling, fog and rain, 
During the two-day maneuvers held on 
September 9th and 10th for Major General 
Stanley H, Ford, the Corps Area Command- 
er, and his staff, Brigadier General 
Campbell B, Hodges commanded the Blue 
Force and Colonel J.C, Pegram, 14th Cav- 
ae the Red Force. 

e lst Observation Squadron furnished 
one flight of.three airplanes each to 
both forces. The Red aircraft were com- 
manded by lst Lieut. Gerry L. Mason, and 
the Blue aircraft by lst Lieut. Vernon 
C., Smith... 

The maneuvers of both Red and Blue 


forces relied heavily on air observation. 


Radio and drop messages both were used 
to keep the respective forces informed 
of the movements of the "enemy." 

The maneuvers were remarkably free 
from umpire restrictions. This gave the 
commanders of the a forces a 
wide choice, and they made free use of 
1t. Wide envelonvments, mechanization, 
horse cavalry and infantry were used to 
the fullest erence 

The Air Corps officers perdi clgetins 
considered these maneuvers most 
ing and instructive. The action of the 
scout cars in destroying bridges and 
Placing road blocks were a revelation of 
what is to be expected of these weapons 
in an open war. The action of tanks 
against mechanized movements convinced 
the personnel of the Squadron that they 
must Keep a sharp eye for enemy tanks. 

The 14th Cavalry performed in the best 
traditions of the Service. Their delay- 
ing actions were convincing as to their 
value in open warfare, The opposi 
flanks were always in danger. The In- 


fantry took cover and froze upon the ap- 
proach of enemy aircraft, The necessity 
of no movement and no upturned faces had 


apparently been impressed 7 the per- 
sonnel of the 3rd and 17th Infantry in 
an effective manner, The 80th Field Ar- 
tillery knew how to —— their 
guns, for they were very difficult to 
find, and some installations were not 
located, 

The Squadron operated with borrowed 
airplanes, due to the fact that the 
O-47A's have not reached the production 
stage such as to enable the Squadron to 
receive its allotment. Despite this _ 
handicap, the work performed was compli- 
mented by the Corps Area Commander, 
General Ford; the Blue Commander, Gen- 
eral Hodges; and the Red Commander, 
Colonel Pegram, 
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NAVIGATION PROBLEM BY 9TH BOMB. SQUADRON 


The 9th Bombardment Squadron, command- 
ed by Major T, V. Foster, conducted a 
unit navigation and assembly problem 
over the week end of September 2 - 5, 
1938. The flight, consisting of 22 of- 


'ficers and 23 enlisted men, in seven 


B-18 airplanes, departed from the home 
station, Hamilton Field, Calif., at five 
minute intervals, starting at 190C- on 
September 2nd. ; 

e problem consisted of individual, 
dead reckoning and celestial navigation 
missions to Randolph Field, Texas, via 
Bakersfield, Calif., and El Paso, Texas, 
with a ng as assembly scheduled at 
a Clark, Texas, at 0440, on September 

rd. 

Excellent weather conditions were en- 
countered on the flight from Hamilton 
Field to Randolph Field and to a point 
approximately fifty miles west of 
Tucson, Arizona. In this area, severe 
electrical and thunder storms were en- 
countered, accompanied by very heavy 
rain and unusually severe static condi- 
tions. This storm area extended along 
the course from Tucson, Arizona, to El 
Paso, Texas, and due to the severe 
static conditions radio communication 
in this area was impossible. 

Prior to the time of entering this 
storm area, position reports were given 
on the hour and half hour by all planes 
to the Squadron Commander's airplane, 
which acted as the net control station. 
In turn, the net control station consol- 
idated all reports and transmitted them 
to Hamilton Field. Static conditions 
provented any radio communication while 
in the storm area, but shortly after 

assing El Paso, the Squadron Commander 
lssued orders that the Squadron assembly 
time would be moved up to 0445, The 
assembly was accomplished on time and 
the Scuadron proceeded to Randolph 
Field, landing at 0555, 

On the return flight, the Squadron de- 


bi Say from Randolpa Field as a unit, at 


300, and processes as a unit to Tucson, 
Arizona. t this aero instructions 
were issued for all planes to take a 
five-minute interval and proceed indi- 
vidually to Hamilton Field, via Bakers- 
field, Calif. Excellent weather condi- 
tions prevailed along the entire return 
flight, and the last plane landed at 
Hamilton Field at 2255, 

Appreciation is expressed for the ef- 
ficient servicing of the airplanes of 
the flight while at Randolph Field, and 
for the excellent service rendered <% 
the Weather Section at that field. € 
flight was given a forecast which turned 
out to be accurate along the entire 
return route. 0 
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AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE IN HAWAIIAN DEPT. 


The air transportation of personnel 
requiring immediate hospitalization is 
becoming almost a common occurrence in 
the 5th Bombardment Group, Iuke Field, 
T.H, August 14, 1938, marked the com- 
pletion of the fifth trip of this char- 
acter within the space of three months. 
Ajl trips involved transportation from 
the island of Hawaii to Oahu, and all 
but one were appendicitis cases. One 
case was illustrative of the value of 
good air-ground communications. Private 
Donald V, Atkinson, 17th Air Base Squad- 
ron, on duty as radio operator at South 
Cape, Hawaii, an isolated point at the 
southern tip of the island, was stricken 
with what he diagnosed as appendicitis. 
He communicated this fact to the head- 

uarters of the 5th Bombardment Group. 
ford was received in the late afternoon 
in time to divert one airplane of a 
flight returning to Oahu from Hilo. 

Private Atkinson was picked up just 
before darkmess set in. He was hurried 
to Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, 
T.H., where his self-diagnosis was con- 
firmed, and the offending member was re- 
moved within forty minutes after his ar- 
rival, 

Air transportation has been of immeas- 
ureable value in cases involving immedi- 
ate hospitalization of patients, since 
travel by water requires some twenty 
hours of sailing over extremely rough 
water and is available only on schedule. 


COOPERATIVE MISSION WITH COAST ARTILLERY 


The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, Luke 
Field, T.H, 
esting and instructive cooperative mis- 
sion with Battery "A," 15th Coast Artil- 


lery. The mission was to service test @ | was a complete success for the 23rd Bom- 


means %f accurate location of targets 
for 16" battery, located at Fort Weaver, 
at extreme ranges. After some 48 hours 
of proliminary practice, the actual test 
took place and proved to be quite accu- 
rate. The battery used three sighting 
shots befere firi for effect, and on 


the 4th, 8th and llth shots nearly direct! General George H. Brett, Air Corps, with 


hits were recorded at a range of 44,000 
yards. 

It would appear that the feasibility 
of this means of location of targets in 
war time is dependent entirely for its 


success On radio and fairly good weather. 


The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron has 
also been working hard at gunnery, and 
the hope is expressed that record 
courses will be fired with good results. 


- e—000-—— | 


‘Organization Day, celebrated by the 
23d Bomb seendron Iuke Field, 1.H.,.90n 
August 22nd, proved to be a day loné’to 
be remembered. Athletic contests of 
many kinds occupied the time of nearly 
everyone throughout the day. 
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recently completed an inter-' ed in by nearly all men was evidenced 





| FIELD TRAINING BY 23RD BOMBARDMENT SQDN. 


The 23rd Bombardment Squadron in. the 
Hawaiian Department moved by air and 
‘moter transportation to Bellows Field, 
| Waimanalo, T.H., on the morning of August 
| 15th, for the purpose of conducting the 
ire uired annual field training. . 
ther squadrons in the Sth Bombardment 
_Group had previously been in camp, s0 
| this organization had an easy time es- 
|; tablishing itself. On the morning of 
| August 16th, both the 1000-inch range 
/and the pistol range were in operation 
| by eight o'clock. These ranges were in 
| daily operation for the rest of the pe- 
‘riod until all personnel required to 
'fire had compnenet the course. 

' On August 18th, the airdrome defense 
‘crews started an intensive course of in- 
| struction in firing at a target towed by 
_a Bele airplane. After all members of 

| these crews had completed this course, 

| their next phase of instruction consist- 
| ed of firing at balloon targets. 

| By August 26th, all phases °f ground 
|gunnery had been completed. All offi- 
|cers and men required to fire had fired 
'both the 1000-inch machine gun range and 
| the pistol range, and the airdrome de- 
'fense crews had been given an intensive 

| course in the setting up, operation and 
| maintenance of the antiaircraft machine 
{gun, in addition to firing at towed tar- 
|gets and balloons. 

| The Squadron returned to Luke and 

| Hickam Fields on the morning of August 
'27th, having completed its requircd 
|ground gunnery, In Addition, the varied 
| tasks assigned each man had proved a 

| welcome diversion from routine duties. 
‘That late afternoon swimming was indulg- 





OY numerous cases Of sunburn, All in 
|all, the period of annual field training 


| bardment Squadron. 
| a, 


| GENERAL BRETT LEAVES PANAMA CANAL DEPT, 


| On September 7th, the 19th Wing honor- 
!ed its departing Commander, Brigadier 


'a Wing Review at Albrook Field. Follow- 
ing a ground inspection of airplanes end 
i crews, the Wing passed twice over the 

| field in column of squadrons. Music for 

| the occasion was furnished by a band 
'from the neighboring Engineer post of 
Corozal, ; 

General Brett sailed »2n September 9th 
aboard the Transport REPUBLIC for San 
Francisco, and will be stationed in the 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
Washington, D.C. 

"The 19th Wing," says the News Letter 
Correspondent, "regrets. losing a Com- 
mander who has accomplished so much for 
~ good of the Air Corps in the Canal 

one, 











‘West Point, N.Y., were scheduled to re- 


.-” Texas, ready to pursue the course of fly- 
* ing training at the Air Corps' West Point 





THE NEW CLASS AT RANDOLPH FIELD | 


A total of 114 newly commissioned of- 
ficers, graduates of the 1938 class at 


port the latter part of September. to the 
Commanding Officer at Randolph Field, 


of the Air. Forty-one States, as well 
as the District of Columbia and the 
Penama Canal Zone, are representod by 
these young second lieutenarts, who. will 
getart their actual course of instruction 
abijat October 15, 1938, 2? oS 
Texas, usually well up on the list in 
point of numbers, is represented in the 
new class of student officers by only 


other half in the afternoons, more air 
space is available for the aerial gyra- 
tions, Meanwhile, the class on the 
Basic stage is spending most of its 
‘time on cross-country work, both day and 
night; instrument flying, and formation, 
preparatory to, departing for Kelly Field 
and the Advanced Flying School on Octo- 
ber 7th, : 

"Although the final figures are not as 
yet available, it is believed," says the 
News Letter Correspondent, "that both 
Primary and Basic stages will graduate 
about the same percentages as prevalent 
in recent classes." ‘ ee 

|) 


NEV PURSUIT PLANE ARRIVES AT BARKSDALE 








two - 2nd Lieuts. Norman L, Tittle, of 
Wichita Falls, and Hugo D. Wallace, of 
Fort Worth, The State of New York leads 
numerically with a total of twelve po- 
tential aviators, with Illinois in sec- 
ond place with seven, and Pennsylvania 
in third position with six officers, 

An imposing array of sports talent is 


ve in the new student officer class, six 


former captains of athletic teams at the 
Military ..cademy having already put in 
their eppearance. Lieut. James H, Isbell 
200-pound tackle and captain of last 
year's football team, reported early, | 
along with Lieut. Harris E. Rogner, for- 
mer basketball captain; Lieut. Charles. 
W. Sherburne,- captain of lacrosse; Lieut. 
B,C, Harrison, captain of boxing; Lieut. 
William k, Blanchard, captain of hockey, 
and Lieut. G.C. Russell, captain of ten- 
nis. 

_ The Air Corps Training Center also has 
its share of Honor Graduates from the 
June class, Of the 13 honor men, four 


| Diving out of the afternoon sky on 
| September 9th at terrific speed came the 
'first Curtiss P-36 to be delivered to. 
| Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La. Ferried 
| from the factory at Buf alo, N.Y., by. 
|} Lieut. D.R. Hutchinson, the new Pursuit 
|plane was eer: tne "once over" at 
| Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on September 
| 7th and 8th before its flight to Barks- 
| dale Field the following day, It will 
be only a suort time until the 2Oth 
‘Pursuit Group will soon be ote, on 
‘silver wings instead of the old faithful 
| blue and yellow. ‘ 
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| GUNNERY OPERATIONS FOR 74TH ATTACK SQDN. 
| 
| 


The 74th Attack Squadron, which is 
i based at Alorook Field, Panana Canal 
; Zone, moved to the 19th Wing's newly 
| rebuilt gunnery camp at Rio Hato, Re- 


/public of Fanama, on Septembcr 10th, for 


of them passed the Air Corps physical ex-; two weeks of gunnery and tactical opera- 


amination and are now ready to take the 
additional a to qualify them as 
pilots in the Air ores. 

_In addition to the 114 newly commis- 
sioned officers assigned to Randolph 
Field for aviation training, there will 
be four officers from various branches 
of the service who will take the course, 
namely, ‘Captain James B, Colson, Infant- 
ry; lst Lieut. R.A. Risden, Infantry; 
2nd Lieuts. Nicholas T, Perkins, Coast 
Artillery Corps, and Robert T. Crowder, 
at 

Finally, approximately 235 Flying 
Cadets will report to Randolph Field 
about October lOth, making the total 
number in the class to start their avia- 
tion career about week 
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PROGRESS OF TRAINING AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The air in the vicinity of the Primary 
Stage at Randolph Field is virtually 
alive as the present class of cadets 
polish up their acrobatics in PT-3's, 
PT-11's and PT-13's, With only half of 
the class flying. in-‘the mornings and the 


|tions, The new buildings shculd add a 
lgreat deal to the comfcrt cf cfficers 
i|and men on duty there during the maneuv- 
ere. 
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| PHILIPPINE AIRMEN SEARCH FOR CLIPPER 
| 

| 


When the startling news was received 
| that the"Haweii Clipper" was long on8 
| due at Cavite the ~~. of July <8th, 
| the Commanding General of the Philippine 
| Department issuec orders for the Air 
| Corps to."stand by" to render whatever 

assistance may be required in coopera~ 
tion with commercial and Navy forces 

| that may be called into action to assist 
'in the search, if Pan American Airways 

| requested such assistance, 

| On the following day, the Commanding 
|Officer of the Fourth venue * Group, 
|Nichols Field, P.I., received crders to 
| participate in the search that had been 
| requested by P.A.A. officials, The Com- 
| manding Officer of the 28th Ecmbardment 
| Squadron at Clark Field immediately dis- 
|patched six Bombers, The Group opera- 
tions officer at Nichols Field dispatch- 
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ed the two Amphibians. 

The search was carried out for four 
days in cooperation with the Navy's 13 
surface craft, two Navy Amphibians, and 
the U.S. Transport MEIGS, which was the 
first craft to approach the scene from 
which the last radio report of positicn 
was sent by the Clipper, approximately 
400 miles east of the Philippines. With 
the discovery by the MEIGS of the cil 
slick, the search was conducted around 
that area for two days, after which it 
was extendod southward and eastward. 

After the fourth day, the scarch was 
regretfully terminated by the Army Air 
maabee no trace having been found of the 

ipper. 

Altogether, planes from the 4th Com- 
7% Group covered approximately 

27,000 square miles without mishap. 


Good weather prevailed during the entire | 


search, 
---000--~ 


COL. WOOTEN COMPLETES LONG AIR JOURNEY 


At 4:10 p.m. on the aftornoon of 
August 20th, Lieut. Colonel Ralph dH, 
Wooten, Air Corps, landed at Albrook 
Field, enroute to Santiago, Chile, to 
take over the duties of Military Attache 
to that country. Flying an A-17 Attack 
ag and accompanied by Staff Sergeant 

ohn J. Licheay as crew chief, Colonel 
Wooten departed from Brownsville, Texas, 


on the morning of August 19th and remain-last week in Septcmber for the 





AUTOMATIC FUEL SYSTEM 
By the Wright Field Correspondent 


| dn automatic fuel my developed by 
| the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
|Field, Dayton, Ohio, consists of a device 
‘for turning the fuel cock to another tank 
'when the supply in one tank has been ex- 
'hausted. i Soauteention of the device 
'is such that when the fuel pressure 
drops below a set value, the fuel cock 
'is automatically turned in a clockwise 

| direction to the next tank. In case the 
next tank is empty, the device continues 
| to turn the fuel cock until a tank con- 
taining fuel is contacted, at which time 
| the fuel pressure is built up to that 
‘required and the automatic device cuts 
out. The device does not interfere with 
|manual operation, 

It is believed that the automatic fuel 
‘system will help to eliminate those nu- 
‘merous accidents which have resulted 
|from running out of gas while taking 
|off, landing, or flying lew. 

| The Materiel Division is desirous of 
|obtaining the comments of the Service 
|in regard to the desirability of fur- 

| ther development, with a view towards 

| standardization on certain types of air- 
i'planes. 

| The system has been incorporated in an 
|\A-17 airplane at Wright Field, and this 
iplane was scheduled to be flown to 
i|Langley and Barksdale Fields during the 
urpose 


ed overnight in Guatemala City, Guatemala. ef enabling the personnel at those sta- 


At 8:08 on the morning of the 20th, the 
A-17 was out for Albrook Field, Panama 
Canal Zone. Colonel Wooten was reported 
over San Salvader at 9:00 a.m.; in at 
San Jose, Costa Rica, for gas at 12:10 
p.m At 1:04 p.m., he took off for 
Albrook Field, where he landed at 4:10 

-m, 

Intending to remain enly two days in 
the Canal Zone, Colonel Wooten was de- 


‘tions to become acquainted with and 
;comment upon the system, 

---000--- 
| ACTIVITIES OF THZ FIRST PURSUIT GROUP 
| Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
ithe home of the First Pursuit Group, has 
been a hive of activity the past summer, 
‘and at this late date the future holds 


layed there due to the temporary illness ino prospect of any relaxation, 


of Sergeant Licheay, who received medi- 
cal treatment at Gorgas Hospital. 

Before the post was well awake on the 
morning of August 26th, Colonel Wooten 
had taken off for points south and was 
making up for lost time. At 10:48 a.m., 
he landed at Cali, Colombia, and at 
11:30 a.m., he took off for G aquil, 
Ecuador, where he landed at 2:55 p.n, 
Half an hour later he was in the air 
again, headed for Talara, Peru, which ho 
reached at 5:00 B 8s and where he spent 
the night. On the following day the 
only report received at Albrook Field 
was when the final stop of the day was 
made at Arica, At 10:10 a.m., August 
e8th, the plane reached Antofogastia, 
Chile, and at 2:45 p,m., Colonel Wooten 
landed in Santiago. More detailed ac- 
counts of the long flight were not 
available, Colonel Wooten's personal 
narrative of the trip would be of great 
interest. 


| With the completion of deliveries of 

| the P-35 Pursuit planes and a minimum of 
‘mechanical difficulties, the Group is 
again ready to take its place in the Air 
‘Force, 

| The 27th Pursuit Squadron, under Major 
Willis R, Taylor, had the honor of rep- 
lresenting Selfridge Field at the Nation- 
\al Air Races, and has now returned to 
|the nest to prepare for manocuvers in 
(October. 

| The 17th Pursuit Squadron departed for 
i\Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., for gunnery 

| training. 

|., The 94th Pursuit Squadron seems to te 
ithe orphan child. Practically all its 
iofficers have been attached to the 17th 
jand 27th to bring those squadrons up to 
istrength. 

| A great deal of training has bocn car- 
‘ried on in formation at high altitudes, 
|\familiarizing the personnel to the m- 
pleasant conditions involved near the 
moon, 


V-786A, A.C, 

















